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Bizuayehu Wagaw is editor-in-chief 

of the Ethiopian weekly national 

sport newspaper Inter Sport. 

Based in Addis Ababa, he has been 

following the progress of Tirunesh 

Dibaba since her breakthrough 

5,000m victory in the IAAF World 

Championships in Paris in 2003. On 

page 74, he interviews her about 

a glittering Olympic career that 

includes three gold medals.

Formerly the sports news 

correspondent of The Times, 

John Goodbody has reported 

from 12 Summer Olympic Games. 

John interviewed Jacques Rogge 

shortly after he took the helm of 

the IOC and, as he nears the end 

of his presidency, they spoke again 

for Olympic Review (page 32). 

Among the topics discussed was 

the remarkable rise in sporting 

standards at the Games. 

German photographer Detlev Seyb 

has covered international rowing 

events since the 1990 World Rowing 

Championships in Tasmania, taking 

photographs for the International 

Rowing Federation (FISA), and 

national federations. He returned to 

the Sydney 2000 rowing venue to 

capture the image on page 10.
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Top right 

Herb Elliott of 

Australia wins 

the 1,500m 

final at the 

1960 Olympic 

Games in 

Rome in a 

world record 

time of 3:35.6

 FOREWORD BY
JACQUES ROGGE
PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

L
ike many people, my passion for 

the Olympic Games started as 

a child. Having read about this 

magical event as a young boy, it truly came 

to life for me in 1960 thanks to television 

coverage from Rome. I was fortunate to 

be living in Belgium, which was one of 

18 European countries that edition of the 

Games was broadcast to live.

Watching the screen, I was transfixed, 

and drew tremendous inspiration from 

the performances of the athletes. I clearly 

remember Herb Elliott, who won the 

1,500m race that year by such a convincing 

margin that it seemed quite simply 

incredible. I recall him accelerating during 

the final stretch and, seconds later, it 

appeared there was no one left in the 

race but him. 

Such broadcasts of the Games had 

a profound effect on me and I eventually 

went on to represent my country three 

times as an Olympic sailor. I am by no 

means special in this regard: I cannot begin 

to count how many other Olympians, past 

and present, have told me over the years 

how their own futures were shaped early on 

by viewing the action as I did back in 1960.

The 2012 Olympic Games in London 

were a milestone in the history of Olympic 

broadcasting with more coverage available 

on more platforms than ever before. With 

3.7 billion people watching the Games 

in London and an ever-increasing reach 

on digital platforms, broadcasting of the 

Olympic Games has grown to become the 

most significant factor in the promotion 

of Olympic ideals and the growth of the 

Games worldwide. Now we are able not 

only to reach billions of people around the 

globe, but to engage and converse with 

them in ways that would have seemed 

unimaginable a few decades ago.

Indeed, Olympic broadcasting is the 

bedrock on which the Olympic Movement 

now operates. The revenue generated 

from global television rights has helped 

secure the long-term financial future of 

the Olympic Movement and the Games. 

Over 90 per cent of revenue generated 

by the International Olympic Committee 

(IOC) through its broadcast and other 

partnerships is distributed throughout 

the Olympic Movement. Organisations 

receiving funding include the 204 National 

Olympic Committees (NOCs), which use 

it to support their Olympic teams and 

athletes, the Olympic Games Organising 

Committees, which use the funds to 

help support the staging of the Games, 

and the International Federations (IFs), 

which receive funding to promote the 

development of sport around the world. 

The Olympic Charter stipulates that the 

IOC must ensure the fullest coverage of 

the Games through different media, 

enabling the widest possible audience 

to experience the Games. It is our hope 

that through these channels, more people 

around the world will be introduced to 

the Olympic values and will embrace 

a philosophy of life that combines sport, 

culture and education.

On a personal level, it is my hope that 

Olympic broadcasting will continue to 

inspire young people to participate in sport, 

and live by the Olympic ideals, just as it 

inspired me in 1960. ■

OLYMPIC REVIEW 7
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24/03/2013

Maria Wennerström of Sweden 

slides a stone as Christina 

Bertrup and Maria Prytz (far left) 

get ready to sweep during the 

gold medal match between 

Scotland and Sweden at the 

World Women’s Curling 

Championship in Riga, Latvia. 

With the scores level and one 

end remaining, Scotland won 

their second title 6-5, to add to 

their triumph in 2002. 

Photo: Getty Images

CURLING

SNAPSHOT
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20/03/2013

Rowing crews head out for an 

early morning training session 

at the Sydney International 

Regatta Centre in Penrith 

ahead of the 2013 Samsung 

Rowing World Cup. The course 

also played host to the Olym-

pic rowing and sprint canoe 

events at the Olympic Games 

in 2000. Photo: Detlev Seyb/

myrowingphoto.com

ROWING

SNAPSHOT
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IOC LAUNCHES THIRD EDITION OF 
SPORT AND ENVIRONMENT AWARDS

Worldwide Olympic Partner 

Coca-Cola has been honoured 

with a Sochi 2014 Sustainability 

Award in recognition of the 

environmental initiatives it 

supported as part of International 

Black Sea Day.

The “Clean Sea for Clean City” 

project, which has been running 

for the last four years during the 

build-up to next year’s Olympic 

Winter Games, encourages 

schoolchildren, students 

and Sochi 2014 volunteers to 

participate in a clean-up of the 

strip of beach alongside the 

River Sochi as part of the annual 

International Black Sea Day 

celebrations, which are held in 

October each year.

The event, which is organised 

by Coca-Cola, the Sochi 2014 

Organising Committee and the 

City of Sochi Administration, 

also features an educational 

ECO-village in the city’s main 

square and a roundtable 

discussion, dedicated to raising 

environmental awareness.

In 2012, the event programme 

also included a three-day 

environmental film festival, 

“H
2
0-Sochi”, which was 

organised as part of the “Every 

Drop Matters” project – a joint 

international initiative by the UN 

Development Programme and the 

Coca-Cola Company.

The “Harmony with Nature” 

award was presented to Coca-

Cola at a ceremony in Sochi on 

13 March. 

Above Coca-Cola’s “Clean Sea 

for Clean City” project in Sochi

The IOC marked World 

Water Day (WWD) on 

22 March by launching 

the third edition of the Sport 

and Environment Awards in the 

UN International Year of Water 

Cooperation. 

First introduced by the IOC 

Sport and Environment 

Commission in 2009, the awards 

recognise and celebrate the 

achievements of individuals, 

groups and organisations that 

have shown initiative and taken 

action to drive environmental 

efforts and projects within their 

community. 

The award has proved to be 

an important stimulus for 

encouraging environmental 

awareness at local, national and 

global level. 

Nominated projects must: 

regard the environment as the 

third pillar of Olympism alongside 

sport, culture and education; 

create awareness by means 

of education through sport, 

especially with regard to young 

people; harness the catalytic 

power of sport to engage a 

global audience in accepting 

responsibility for safeguarding 

the fragile ecosystems of 

the earth.

The 2013 Awards will be 

presented during the 10th 

edition of the IOC World 

Conference on Sport and the 

Environment, which will take 

place in Sochi, Russia, from 

30 October to 1 November 2013.

The Olympic Museum’s temporary 

exhibition, on board L’Helvétie, opened 

its doors to visitors on 27 March 

this year, with free admission until 

20 October. Meanwhile, the brand 

new Olympic Museum in Lausanne, 

Switzerland, is scheduled to reopen 

to the public on 8 November 2013. 

The official reopening ceremony – 

including the handing over of the keys 

to the new President of the IOC and a 

press tour of the new Museum – will 

take place on 25 October.

The attractive venue, open during 

the Museum’s 20-month renovation, 

displays torches, medals, mascots, 

models of Olympic stadiums, 

costumes worn during the ceremonies 

and archive film footage, with the 

“Best of” exhibition offering a 

retrospective of previous Olympic 

Games.

Between April and October 2012, 

around 160,000 people visited the 

exhibition on board L’Helvétie, which is 

moored on the shores of Lake Geneva. 

Below L’Helvétie is moored in front 

of the Olympic Museum

COCA-COLA RECEIVES SOCHI 
2014 SUSTAINABILITY AWARD 

OLYMPIC REVIEW 13

THE FLOATING OLYMPIC 

MUSEUM REOPENS ITS 

DOORS FOR SUMMER
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IOC President Jacques Rogge 

and Sandro Rosell, President 

of FC Barcelona, have signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding 

to mark the beginning of an 

official partnership between 

the IOC and the Foundation 

of one of the most successful 

football clubs in Europe, 

supporting the setting up of 

joint projects that promote 

development through sport.

Both the IOC and the FC 

Barcelona Foundation (FFCB) 

use sport as a vector for social 

and human development as 

well as a tool for educating 

and promoting the Olympic 

values of excellence, respect 

and friendship. By joining 

forces, the two organisations 

aim to benefit from each 

others’ experiences and 

to maximise the reach of 

their activities.

IOC COORDINATION 
COMMISSIONS VISIT 
SOCHI AND RIO

ROGGE OPENS SAMARANCH 
MEMORIAL MUSEUM IN CHINA

2014-2016 BROADCAST RIGHTS 

AWARDED IN LATIN AMERICA

IOC AND FC BARCELONA 
JOIN FORCES

The Coordination Commission for the 

Games in 2014 paid its ninth and 

penultimate visit to Sochi in March. The 

Commission, chaired by IOC member 

Jean-Claude Killy, was joined by 

representatives of each of the Olympic 

Winter Sports International Federations. 

During their visit, the Commission 

members were updated on the 

progress made by the Organising 

Committee and its local partners, with 

less than one year to go until the 

Games. The Commission for the Rio 

2016 Games paid its fourth visit to the 

Brazilian host city in February. Led by 

Nawal El Moutawakel, the Commission 

examined the progress made in Rio and 

received updates from the organisers 

and their partners. The Commission 

also visited several Olympic venues.

A new museum in honour of the IOC’s 

former President, Juan Antonio 

Samaranch, has opened in the 

People’s Republic of China. The official 

inauguration took place on 21 April in 

Tianjin in the presence of IOC 

President Jacques Rogge, Juan 

Antonio Samaranch Jr, and his sister 

María Teresa Samaranch, as well as 

many IOC members who came to pay 

tribute to the late IOC President, on 

the third anniversary of his death.

The memorial will display more than 

16,000 items from Samaranch’s 

personal collection – books, stamps, 

souvenirs, paintings, letters, 

photographs and personal items, 

as well as a precious collection of texts 

on Olympic-related themes. 

“We all know what we owe to Juan 

Antonio Samaranch”, said President 

Rogge in his speech at the 

inauguration. “If our Movement is 

today strong and united, it is thanks 

to his visionary qualities and 

extraordinary talent. His knowledge 

of the world of sport and his deep 

attachment to the Olympic Movement 

and values were unquestionable. 

Juan Antonio Samaranch left us a 

great legacy that we must conserve 

and perpetuate. And this memorial 

is the greatest homage that we can 

pay to him.”

América Móvil has acquired 

broadcast rights for the XXII 

Olympic Winter Games in 

Sochi, Russia, in 2014 and the 

Games of the XXXI Olympiad in 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 2016 

on all media platforms across 

Latin America. 

Following the 

announcement of the new 

agreement, IOC President 

Jacques Rogge said: “In 

2016 the Olympic Games in 

Rio will be a significant moment 

in Olympic history, and we are 

very pleased to have reached 

this important agreement to 

ensure fans across the 

continent are able to have the 

best broadcast experience 

of the Games.”

IOC Finance Commission 

Chairman Richard Carrión, who 

led negotiations, said: “We are 

delighted to have reached this 

agreement with América Móvil 

which is a new partner for the 

IOC. It demonstrated a clear 

passion for the Olympic values 

and is excited about the Games 

coming to Latin America in 

2016. The IOC negotiates 

broadcast rights on behalf of 

the Olympic Movement, and we 

believe this is a great deal for 

our stakeholders. 

The agreement ensures 

there will continue to be free 

Olympic Games television 

coverage across Latin 

America, but also allows 

viewers the choice of following 

the action on other media 

platforms as well.”

Above IOC President Rogge 

with Sandro Rosell (left) and 

Ramón Pont (right)

Triple Olympic gold medallist 

Jean-Claude Killy (pictured second from 

right with Francis Gabet, far left, IOC 

President Rogge and Christophe De 

Kepper, far right) has donated a torch 

from the Grenoble 1968 Winter Games 

to The Olympic Museum in Lausanne. 

This torch was the only one missing 

from The Olympic Museum’s collection. 

JEAN-CLAUDE KILLY 
DONATES GRENOBLE TORCH

14 OLYMPIC REVIEW 
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The 15th IOC World Conference 

on Sport for All came to a close 

with a call to action to the Olympic 

Movement and the world of sport 

to “Get Moving”. 

The conference, which ran 

from 24 to 27 April in Lima, Peru, 

brought together over 500 leading 

experts in the field of Sport for All 

from almost 90 countries for three 

days of plenary sessions, 

meetings and practical sessions 

designed to promote health, 

fitness and well-being by 

encouraging people of all ages 

and abilities to participate in 

physical activity.

The IOC Sport for All grants 

were also awarded at the start of 

the Conference to support three 

outstanding programmes 

engaged in promoting Sport for 

All. The three grants correspond 

to the three themes of the 

Conference. 

The grant on the theme of 

“Social benefits” was awarded 

to the Escuela Socio Deportiva 

“Martin Luther King” in Peru. 

This programme uses football and 

volleyball as a tool for social re-

integration of young gang 

members in El Agustino, an area 

of Lima where most of the 

population lives in poverty. Started 

in 2003, it promotes ethical values 

such as team spirit respect for 

others and non-discrimination.

Spaces for sports sites in 

Gansbaai, South Africa, was 

awarded the grant in the category 

of “Sports facilities and public 

spaces”. This is a multi-purpose 

sports facility situated in a multi-

racial area that serves as a 

catalyst for social and racial 

integration. The centre offers eight 

different sports and aims to bring 

about social change by inspiring 

and encouraging young people 

to make positive choices.

In the category of 

“Partnerships”, the grant went 

to The Fight for Peace Global 

Alumni Programme in Brazil. FFP, 

which was initially launched in the 

favelas of Rio, uses boxing and 

martial arts to support young 

people affected by crime, gangs 

and violence. In 2007 a 

programme was also put in place 

in London. Its alumni programme 

was launched in 2010 as a way 

to transfer its methodology to 

cities beyond Rio and London 

and it is now training partner 

organisations present around 

the world.

The IOC’s Medical Commission, 

in conjunction with experts, has 

created a tool for those involved 

in assessing and treating 

athletes with injuries sustained 

in sport. 

The new publication, entitled 

“The IOC Manual of Sports 

Injuries: An Illustrated Guide to 

the Management of Injuries in 

Physical Activity”, is targeted 

at primary care and accident 

and emergency (A&E) 

physicians, general physical 

therapists, coaches, nurses and 

physicians’ assistants.

The book embraces a 

problem-oriented approach to 

lead the reader through the 

assessment and management 

of injuries in sport and physical 

activity. Covering the various 

parts of the body and disting-

uishing between common and 

rarer injuries, the manual follows 

a trajectory from history-taking 

and physical examination to 

diagnosis and treatment, 

providing clear and actionable 

guidance on managing the most 

common injuries and disorders. 

Arne Ljungqvist, Chairman of the 

IOC’s Medical Commission and 

an IOC honorary member, said: 

“The level of illustrations is 

unique and enables an easier 

understanding of the different 

injury types, treatments and 

latest insights.” 

NEW MANUAL OF SPORTS INJURIES 
PUBLISHED BY IOC

To celebrate 

International 

Women’s Day on 

8 March, the IOC 

pulled together 

some of the 

greatest moments 

in Olympic history, 

featuring the 

most inspirational 

female athletes 

– past, present 

and future – in an action-packed video 

visible on YouTube/olympic. From 

the early days of the Olympic Games 

right through to London 2012, the 

amazing sporting talent women have 

demonstrated over the years was on 

show, including some familiar YOG 

athletes from Singapore 2010 and 

Innsbruck 2012. With the inclusion 

of women’s boxing in London 2012, 

women participated in every sport on 

the Olympic programme. In London, 

a record 44 per cent of the athletes 

were women. Another milestone was 

achieved when three NOCs – Saudi 

Arabia, Qatar and Brunei Darussalam 

– included women in their teams for 

the first time, meaning every NOC 

has now sent female athletes to 

the Games.

Since 2000, the IOC has sought to 

recognise exceptional sports figures, 

decision-makers or organisations 

from every continent who contribute 

significantly to furthering the 

development, participation and 

involvement of women and girls in 

sport across the world. The 2013 IOC 

Women and Sports Awards – including 

five continental trophies and one world 

trophy – will be presented on 1 July 

at the IOC headquarters in Lausanne. 

IOC CELEBRATES 
INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 

Above Women’s boxing made its 

Olympic debut in London in 2012

Above left IOC President 

Rogge and IOC member Sam 

Ramsamy with the Sport for 

All grant winners

LIMA CONFERENCE CALLS FOR 
WORLD OF SPORT TO “GET MOVING”

OLYMPIC REVIEW 15
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The Olympic brand has 

maintained its very positive 

perception among the public, 

following the successful staging 

of the London 2012 Olympic 

Games.

This was the conclusion of a 

major global study conducted 

across 16 geographic markets, as 

well as research among 12,000 

individual respondents.

When asked, 95 per cent of 

respondents correctly identified 

the Olympic rings, which 

outperformed other key global 

brands across a range of values, 

including: “Inspirational”, 

“Heritage & Tradition”, “Diversity”, 

“Optimistic”, “Excellence”, 

“Global” and “Inclusive”. 

The results of the survey 

showed that, in comparison to 

many other global cultural, 

entertainment or sporting events, 

the Olympic Games had the 

highest appeal and awareness 

ratings among the respondents as 

a whole, and specifically among 

young people aged eight to 19.

The Games’ global stature was 

also underlined by the increase in 

global TV coverage. Coverage 

increased from 61,700 hours 

for Beijing in 2008 to 100,000 

hours for London, with 3.7 billion 

people watching the Games 

last year.

Consumer perceptions 

of the IOC itself were also 

highly positive, with the governing 

body considered to be more 

“modern”, “transparent” and 

“dynamic” than two years ago. Its 

strongest attributes were seen as 

the fact that it is “strict on 

doping”, “global” and “a leader”.

OLYMPIC FANS SIGN 
UP TO RUSSIA’S 
LEADING SOCIAL 
NETWORK

OLYMPIC BRAND MAINTAINS GLOBAL 
STRENGTH AND RECOGNITION

The IOC has launched an official 

Olympic page on Russia’s most 

successful social network, Vk, one 

year ahead of the 2014 Olympic 

Winter Games in Sochi.

More than 200,000 sports fans 

signed up to the Russian and English-

language page within two months of 

the 7 February launch and the total 

number of users is expected to run 

into millions by the start of the Games 

next year.

The new page – vk.com/olympics 

– enables the IOC to connect with 

greater numbers of young Olympic 

fans beyond traditional social 

media platforms such as Facebook 

and Twitter. 

The page will share some content 

from the IOC’s other social media 

channels, which have attracted more 

than 22 million followers worldwide 

and have proved highly successful 

in connecting and engaging fans 

and athletes with the IOC both during 

and after Games years. 

Activations include live chats with 

Olympians, the latest news on the 

preparations of the Games and iconic 

images from the past, present and 

future Games.

More than 70 per cent of all online 

users in Russia use Vk, which has more 

than 200 million users in total.

Above London 2012 helped 

strengthen the Olympic brand

NEW E-LEARNING PROGRAMME

A new Sport Sustainability 

E-Learning programme has 

been launched. The programme 

has been developed by the 

International Academy of Sport 

Science and Technology (AISTS) 

with the IOC and SportAccord as 

Principal Supporting Partners. 

The programme consists of four 

modules covering the key aspects 

of sustainability for sports events, 

namely: the business case for 

sustainability, the ISO 20121 

Management System, Reporting 

and Impact Assessment.

16 OLYMPIC REVIEW 
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Applications have 

closed for those 

hoping to volunteer at the 2014 

Olympic Winter Games in Sochi, 

with over 200,000 people 

registering their interest.

An estimated 25,000 

volunteers will be involved during 

next year’s Winter Games, 

working across a variety of 

different Games-time operations, 

ranging from welcoming 

delegations at the airport to 

helping to organise the Closing 

Ceremony.

Approximately 3,000 

volunteers will also be deployed 

around Sochi during the 

Games to provide a warm 

welcome to visitors and help 

them find their way between 

the Olympic venues. In total, 

volunteers will account for 

more than 30% of Games-time 

staff. Many of the Sochi 2014 

volunteers have already been 

recruited, with approximately 

5,000 gaining experience at 

the recent World Cup events 

that have been held at Sochi’s 

Olympic venues.

The recruitment process is 

taking place at 26 volunteer 

centres within Russia, while the 

programme has also helped 

re-establish the concept of 

volunteering across the country.

 “When Sochi began the 

bidding process in 2005, the 

concept of volunteering simply 

did not exist in Russia,” said 

Sochi 2014 CEO and President 

Dmitry Chernyshenko. “Now, the 

volunteer movement is thriving, 

with a quarter of a million 

Russians regularly participating 

in volunteer activity.”

SOCHI 2014 
TICKETS NOW 
ON SALE 

RIO 2016 MOVES TO 
NEW HEADQUARTERS 

SOCHI 2014 RECEIVES 200,000 
VOLUNTEER APPLICATIONS

Tickets for the Olympic 

Winter Games in Sochi 

in 2014 went on sale in Russia on 

7 February, one year before the 

Opening Ceremony. Russian 

residents are able to buy tickets on 

the official Sochi 2014 website 

– www.sochi2014.com – while fans in 

other countries and territories can 

purchase them from their local NOC 

or authorised ticket reseller (ATR).

A full list of ATRs and their contact 

details is available on the Sochi 2014 

ticketing website.

The Organising Committee for the 

Rio 2016 Olympic Games has moved 

to new premises in Rio de Janeiro’s 

Cidade Nova neighbourhood. The 

modern building has been designed 

to be as sustainable and accessible 

as possible, and will house both 

the Rio 2016 organisers and the 

Municipal Olympic Company 

until after the Games. 

Below Sochi 2014 launched a 

large-scale project to train 

25,000 volunteers for the Games

OLYMPIC REVIEW 17

OLY010_P0013EDeng.indd   17 21/05/2013   11:46



This winter season, the YOG 

on the Road team has been 

busy supporting some of the 

athletes from the Innsbruck 

2012 Winter Youth Olympic 

Games, as they continue to 

make their mark on the 

sporting world, bringing with 

them the lessons they learnt 

as Young Olympians.

Among those that the team 

caught up with were ski jumper 

Sara Takanashi (JPN), who 

took this year’s overall senior 

World Cup title; curlers Tom 

Howell and Korey Dropkin 

(USA), who tested out the 

Olympic venue in Sochi for the 

Junior World Championships; 

biathlete Aita Gasparin (SUI), 

who revealed a day in the 

life of a biathlete after winning 

the U19 sprint at the Swiss 

Championships; and US 

snowboarder Arielle Gold 

(pictured below), who took 

gold in the halfpipe at the FIS 

World Championships.

Read their stories and many 

more on www.olympic.org/yog

On 3 April, Nanjing, China celebrated 

500 days to go until the opening of 

the second Summer Youth Olympic 

Games (YOG) in 2014.

In celebration of this countdown 

date, the Chinese city was buzzing 

with activity, as hundreds of school 

pupils marked the occasion by 

donning their trainers for a long-

distance race.

A colourful new official Nanjing 

2014 website was also re-launched 

(www.nanjing2014.org), allowing fans 

from around the world to join in the 

celebrations as Games preparations 

continue in China.

Earlier this year, as part of 

Nanjing’s ongoing promotional 

activities, volunteers and young 

journalists also took part in a tree-

planting day held at Laoshan Forest 

Park, while the “Dream Bicycle 

Team” of Nanjing 2014 completed 

a tour of Chinese Taipei, spreading 

the YOG message.

HOST CITY FOR 2018 
YOG TO BE ANNOUNCED 
IN JULY

NANJING 2014 MARKS 
500 DAYS TO GO

BLUE SKIES FOR  
 THE ROAD AHEAD

The IOC will elect the host 

city for the 3rd Summer Youth 

Olympic Games in 2018 in 

Lausanne, Switzerland, on 

4 July 2013. The announce-

ment, which will be broadcast 

live online, will see Buenos 

Aires (ARG), Glasgow (GBR) or 

Medellín (COL) officially elected 

by the IOC members. The vote 

follows a thorough assessment 

carried out by the Evaluation 

Commission, headed by 

Claudia Bokel.

The three shortlisted cities 

were chosen from among five 

Candidate Cities vying to host 

the YOG at a meeting of the 

IOC Executive Board in 

February. Guadalajara (MEX) 

and Rotterdam (NED) did not 

make the final shortlist.

“Following the successful 

first summer and winter editions 

of the Youth Olympic Games 

(Singapore 2010 and Innsbruck 

2012), we are delighted to see 

such interest in hosting the 3rd 

Summer Youth Olympic Games 

in 2018,” said IOC President 

Jacques Rogge. “This 

demonstrates the growing 

interest from cities around the 

world, not only for staging the 

event, but also for developing 

youth sport.”

Below Schoolchildren mark 500 

days to go until Nanjing 2014
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Through its education department, 

the Brazilian Olympic Institute, the 

Brazilian NOC has held the second 

module of the Brazilian Coach 

Academy. For four days at the Maria 

Lenk Aquatic Centre in Rio de 

Janeiro, athletics, gymnastics and 

swimming professionals looked at 

various aspects of the training and 

qualification of sports professionals. 

The experts present included 

Rosicleia Campos (below), coach of 

the Brazilian women’s judo team, 

who talked about her career as both 

athlete and coach, as well as the 

challenges she overcame to lead 

women’s judo to the top of the 

Olympic podium.

SINGAPORE HOSTS SECOND 
YOUTH OLYMPIC FESTIVAL 

BRAZILIAN COACH 
ACADEMY HOLDS 
SECOND SESSION

Below The event saw more 

than 1,200 athletes take part

The Bahrain NOC’s Sports Training 

and Development Section organised 

its second level 2 national coaching 

course in April. Organised in 

cooperation with the World Academy 

of Sports, this course is part of the 

National Federation Managers 

Programme and addresses, among 

other things, sports associations’ 

strategies, long-term planning and 

activities and operations.

BAHRAIN DELIVERS 
LEVEL 2 NATIONAL 
COACHING 
PROGRAMME

More than 1,200 young athletes 

competed in six sports in the 

second edition of the multi-sport 

Singapore Youth Olympic 

Festival in March.  

Organised by the Singapore 

Olympic Foundation (SOF), the 

SYOF serves as a platform for 

young athletes below the age of 18 

to showcase their sporting talents. 

The first edition was held in 2011 

as a legacy of the inaugural Youth 

Olympic Games (YOG), held in 

Singapore in 2010, and aims to 

promote the Olympic values 

through sports. It is also a 

platform to create awareness of 

the second YOG, which will be 

held in Nanjing, China, in 2014. 

The SYOF also hopes to inspire 

more Singaporeans to take up 

sports and bring young people 

together to foster stronger 

friendships through sports.

The Association of National 

Olympic Committees of Africa 

(ANOCA), represented by its 

President and IOC honorary 

member Lassana Palenfo, and 

the government of Botswana, 

represented by the Minister of 

Youth, Sports and Culture, Shaw 

Kgathi, have signed an 

agreement to award the right to 

host the 2nd edition of the 

African Youth Games in 2014 to 

the city of Gaborone, Botswana. 

Created by ANOCA for 

participants under 18, the 

Games are organised every four 

years and also serve as a 

qualifying event for the Youth 

Olympic Games. The first edition 

was held from 13-18 July 2010 

in Rabat, Morocco. 

GABORONE TO HOST 2ND 
AFRICAN YOUTH GAMES
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The USA’s Walter Walsh, who 

turned 106 on 4 May, has become 

the oldest ever Olympian. The 1952 

25m pistol Olympic gold medallist 

has eclipsed another American 

Olympian, Rudolf Schrader, who 

died aged 105.

 According to Olympic 

historian Paul Tchir, the next oldest 

Olympian is Swiss Hans Erni, who 

also competed in London in 1948. 

Currently, there are just six 

Olympians aged 100 or over.

ISSF CELEBRATES 
OLDEST LIVING 
OLYMPIAN

Olympic beach volleyball 

champion Emanuel Rego has been 

elected Chairman of the Brazilian 

NOC’s Athletes’ Commission 

(COB) for the 2013-2016 period by 

his fellow commission members. 

The election took place during the 

first working meeting of the 

Commission, held on 26 February 

at the NOC headquarters in Rio de 

Janeiro. Hortência Marcari, 

basketball world champion and 

Olympic medallist at the 1996 

Atlanta Games, was elected as 

Vice-Chairperson. 

REGO TO CHAIR BRAZILIAN 
ATHLETES’ COMMISSION

Right Chairman and Vice-

Chairperson, Emanuel Rego 

and Hortência Marcari

The Slovak Olympic Committee 

(SOC) and the Slovak Olympic 

Academy held an international 

conference entitled “Olympism 

in Practice” on 11 March in 

Bratislava, Slovakia. The 

conference celebrated the “Life 

and Work of Pierre de Coubertin” 

as part of the 150th anniversary 

of the birth of the founder of 

the modern Olympic Movement. 

It was also the 20th anniversary 

of the Slovak Olympic 

Committee.

SLOVAK OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
HOSTS OLYMPISM CONFERENCE

Below The Olympism conference 

was held in Bratislava, Slovakia, 

on 11 March

NEW DELHI TO HOST 

FIH WORLD LEAGUE 

FINALS

New Delhi has been named as the 

host of two of the International 

Hockey Federation’s (FIH) major 

upcoming events, with the men’s 

tournaments of both the Hero 

World League Finals and Hero 

Junior World Cup set to take place 

in the Indian capital.

The inaugural Hero Hockey 

World League Finals are scheduled 

for 10-18 January 2014, with the 

participating teams to be named 

after the semi-final tournaments 

which took place in the Netherlands 

and Malaysia in June.
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WHO’S READING 

OLYMPIC REVIEW? 

Who: Olympic long jump 

silver medallist Mitchell 

Watt takes a break from 

training in the heat to read 

about cooler climates 

ahead of the 2014 Olympic 

Winter Games in Sochi, 

Russia.

Where: Brisbane, Australia

Above Is this the first rugby sevens match in space? Russian 

cosmonauts at the International Space Station play a weightless 

match to promote Rugby World Cup Sevens 2013 in Russia. 

All three cosmonauts play rugby and will return to Earth in time for 

the showcase event featuring 24 men’s and 16 women’s teams from 

28 nations at the Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow, on 28-30 June. Rugby 

sevens will make its Olympic Games debut in Rio de Janeiro in 2016.

FIVB NAMES HOST CITY FOR 
2013 VOLLEYBALL WORLD 
LEAGUE FINALS

ITF HOLDS INAUGURAL 
WORLD TENNIS DAY

RUGBY SEVENS REACHES 
NEW HEIGHTS AHEAD OF RIO

The International Volleyball Federation 

(FIVB) has confirmed that Argentina

will host the Finals of the 2013 World 

League in Mar del Plata from

17-21 July.

Argentina, and the city of Mar del 

Plata in particular, has an extensive 

history of hosting volleyball events, 

having staged the FIVB World League 

Finals in 1999, the 2002 FIVB Men’s 

World Championship and three FIVB 

World Tour Opens from 1998 to 

2000. In 2010, the city of Cordoba, 

Argentina, played host to the World 

League Finals.

The International Triathlon 

Union (ITU) has named 

Edmonton as the host city 

for the 26th edition of the ITU 

World Championships Grand 

Final in 2014.

The event will mark the 

fourth time Canada has hosted 

the Grand Final, with Edmonton 

having organised the race 

in 2001. Edmonton has also 

staged nine World Cup events 

in the last 10 years and has 

held PATCO Junior Triathlon 

Pan American races on four 

occasions.

EDMONTON TO HOST 
2014 ITU WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

The International Tennis Federation 

(ITF) celebrated its 50th anniversary 

with the inaugural World Tennis Day 

on 4 March. The focus of the event 

was to encourage children to take 

up the game, with more than 50 

National Associations organising a 

variety of events aimed at increasing 

participation among children aged 10 

and under.

Professional players – both past 

and present – also took to the court 

as part of the events that took place in 

Hong Kong and New York.
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A LIFE  
 DEDICATED 
TO SPORT
AS IOC PRESIDENT JACQUES ROGGE PREPARES 

TO STEP DOWN AFTER 12 YEARS AT THE HELM 

OF THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT, OLYMPIC REVIEW 

LOOKS AT HOW SPORT HAS SHAPED HIS 

LIFE AND HIGHLIGHTS SOME OF THE MAJOR 

ACHIEVEMENTS DURING HIS PRESIDENCY 

Left 

President 

Rogge 

passes the 

Olympic 

flag to Rio 

de Janeiro 

Mayor, 

Eduardo 

Paes, during 

the London 

2012 Closing 

Ceremony

  S
ince becoming the eighth 

President of the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC), 

Jacques Rogge has overseen some of the 

most important milestones in the Olympic 

Movement’s history. 

From the first Olympic Games to be held 

in China and the establishment of the Youth 

Olympic Games, to the creation of more 

opportunities for women in sport and the 

advancement of the fight against doping, 

the 71-year-old Belgian leaves behind 

a significant legacy of achievements as 

he prepares to step down from the IOC 

Presidency after 12 years in the role.

“I think I will be regarded as a President 

who has done his work. My goal was 

always to transfer to my successor a solid 

and effective IOC,” he says.

From his athletic career as a sailor, to 

his work as an administrator and leader, 

Rogge has always displayed an unwavering 

dedication to sport. As he looks ahead 

to his retirement, Rogge is sure to find 

his time now filled by his two young 

grandchildren who are already displaying 

a love of sports that would rightly make 

their grandfather proud.

A SAILOR AND A SURGEON

Sport played a prominent role in Rogge’s 

life from an early age. His grandfather, 

Jules, had been a professional cyclist at 

the turn of the century, while his father, 

Charles, was a Belgian champion in 

athletics and rowing. Born in Ghent, 

Belgium, on 2 May 1942, Rogge was soon 

encouraged by his father to lead an active 

life and began sailing dinghies on the River 

Lys from a young age, while each weekend 

his parents would take the entire family – 

including his brother and two sisters – on 

sailing trips to the North Sea resorts of 

Nieuport and Zeebrugge.

From those early experiences, Rogge 

developed a keen love of sailing and was 

soon honing his skills on the water, before 

joining the Belgian national team and 

becoming a junior world champion at the 

age of 17 by winning the Yachting World 

Cadet Trophy. Rogge continued to sail 

while studying to become an orthopaedic 

surgeon at the University of Ghent and 

was crowned Belgian national champion 

on 16 occasions, as well as finishing as the 

runner-up in the ¾ Ton Cup. The crowning ➤ 

IOC PRESIDENT ROGGE
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finish line, he accelerated with a majestic 

pace and finished with a huge lead.”

When attending his first Games as an 

athlete in Mexico City in 1968, the 

Olympic experience made an even greater 

impression on Rogge, and would go on 

to shape his life for the next 45 years.

Rogge finished 25th overall in the Finn 

class in Mexico, but the ceremonies, 

traditions and values of the Games had left 

an indelible mark on his psyche. 

“I remember entering the stadium 

during the Opening Ceremony and being 

completely overwhelmed by 100,000 

people who were dancing and chanting,” 

recalls Rogge. “I will never forget that. 

It was my first experience of being in front 

of a crowd and an atmosphere like that.”

Rogge returned to the Games in Munich 

in 1972, finishing 14th in the Finn class, 

before competing in his final Games 

in Montreal four years later, where he 

finished 22nd. During this time, Rogge 

had also expanded his sporting horizons 

by taking up rugby, initially as a way of 

Right At his 

first Olympic 

Games, in 

Mexico in 

1968 

Far right 

Rogge also 

represented 

his country at 

rugby Below 

As a young 

sailor in 1953

keeping fit during the winter. Playing as a 

flanker, Rogge discovered a natural talent 

for the game and was soon selected for 

the Belgian national team, winning 10 

international caps, as well as founding the 

Ghent Rugby Club, which still exists today.

“I was hooked immediately,” says 

Rogge of his rugby career. “To my mind, 

it is one of the greatest team sports. It 

is a sport requiring both contact and 

control. It exalts the sense of sacrifice and 

abnegation. And there is a real strategy 

behind every play.”

A SPORTING DIPLOMAT

Rogge took his first steps into sports 

administration while he was still competing 

in sailing, after being approached by Raoul 

Mollet, the President of the Belgian Olympic 

Committee. “After the 1972 Games in 

Munich, Raoul Mollet came to see me,” 

explains Rogge. “He told me: ‘We need 

young people like you’, and convinced me to 

join his board as an athlete representative.”

achievements of his sailing career came, 

however, when he was chosen to represent 

Belgium in the Finn class at three editions 

of the Olympic Games.

In 1960, an 18-year-old Rogge had 

watched the Games in Rome on television 

and been captivated by the performances 

of athletes such as the Australian Herb 

Elliott, who won gold in the 1,500m after 

a stunning sprint finish, and Denmark’s Paul 

Elvstrøm, who won his fourth consecutive 

sailing gold medal.

“Paul Elvstrøm was arguably the best 

sailor ever,” says Rogge. “He won four 

consecutive gold medals in the Olympic 

Games from 1948 to 1960 and he was 

also a 15-time world champion. I had 

the privilege to sail against him at the 

beginning of my career and he left me with 

a lasting impression of an outstanding 

athlete with a great personality. 

“My other hero was the Australian Herb 

Elliott, who won the 1,500 metres in track 

and field during the Rome 1960 Games. 

During the last 500 metres, before the 

“I REMEMBER ENTERING 

THE STADIUM DURING THE 

OPENING CEREMONY AND 

BEING OVERWHELMED BY 

100,000 PEOPLE WHO WERE 

DANCING AND CHANTING”

Rogge embraced his new role within the 

Belgian Olympic Committee and was soon 

named Chef de Mission of the Belgian 

Olympic team, leading the country’s 

athletes to the Olympic Winter Games in 

1976 and 1988, as well as the Olympic 

Games of 1980, 1984 and 1988.

It was during this time that Rogge’s 

dedication to the Olympic Movement 

became clear when, in 1980, he was 

faced with the prospect of his country 

withdrawing its athletes from the Moscow 

Games, following the American-led boycott. 

As a NATO ally of the USA, Belgium had 

intended to comply with American President 

Jimmy Carter’s wishes and withdraw its 

team from the upcoming Games. 

Rogge, however, was determined to 

demonstrate his belief that politics should 

be kept separate from sport. In a meeting 

with then Belgian Prime Minister Wilfried 

Martens and his government, Rogge 

refused to follow the boycott and insisted 

that the country’s athletes should still be 

able to compete in Russia. Despite the 

removal of public funding, Rogge led the 
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team to Moscow.

“This was a milestone in my life,” says 

Rogge. “We thought it was our duty to 

participate in the Olympic Games. I still feel 

sorry for those athletes who were denied 

the Games they deserved. It gave me the 

resolve that, while we have to work closely 

with governments to develop sport, 

we have to preserve our independence.”

By 1987, Rogge had ascended to Vice-

President of the Belgian Olympic 

Committee and, two years later, was 

chosen to succeed Mollet as President. 

At the same time, Rogge was also elected 

President of the European Olympic 

Committees (EOC).

“Things can happen unexpectedly,” 

recalls Rogge. “When [Mollet] stepped 

down, I was asked to replace him. Then 

the European Olympic Committees asked 

me to take their chair.”

It was under Rogge’s initiative that the 

EOC launched the European Youth Olympic 

Days – a multi-sport event for young 

European athletes. The inaugural edition, 

held in Brussels in 1991, attracted more ➤ 

“WE THOUGHT IT WAS OUR 

DUTY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

OLYMPIC GAMES. I STILL FEEL 

SORRY FOR THOSE ATHLETES 

WHO WERE DENIED THE 

GAMES THEY DESERVED”
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held in Brussels in 1991, attracted more ➤ 

“WE THOUGHT IT WAS OUR 

DUTY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

OLYMPIC GAMES. I STILL FEEL 

SORRY FOR THOSE ATHLETES 

WHO WERE DENIED THE 

GAMES THEY DESERVED”
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down as President of the Belgian Olympic 

Committee in 1992, but continued in his 

role as President of the EOC. By 1998, he 

had also been elected to the IOC Executive 

Board. When Sydney was named as the 

host city for the 2000 Olympic Games in 

1993, Rogge was chosen to Chair the IOC 

Coordination Commission for the Games, 

helping to deliver what then IOC President 

Juan Antonio Samaranch described as 

the “greatest” Games ever.

“A friend of mine said that Sydney raised 

the bar from a high jump to a pole vault,’’ 

recalled Rogge, shortly after the Games. 

“It was a unique atmosphere. The Australian 

people love sport. They cheered all 

the athletes. They stayed for the medal 

ceremonies even if no Australian athletes 

were involved. The atmosphere of the 

city itself was incredible. There were no 

transportation problems, no technology 

problems, no over-commercialisation. 

And the home team did splendidly.”

Following the success of Sydney 2000, 

Rogge emerged as one of the leading ➤ 

than 2,000 young athletes, aged between 

14 and 18, from all 33 of the EOC’s member 

nations at that time. Two years later, the 

first winter edition was held in Aosta, Italy, 

with more than 700 participants. Since 

then, the event – now known as the 

European Youth Olympic Festival – has 

gone from strength to strength, with 3,300 

athletes taking part in the summer edition 

and 1,300 participating in the winter edition.

“When I was head of the European 

Olympic Committees we established the 

European Youth Olympic Festival,” explains 

Rogge. “I have always held a strong belief 

in the importance of sports events for 

younger generations.”

In recognition of his work with the 

Belgian Olympic Committee and the EOC, 

Rogge was elected as a member of the IOC 

in 1991, following the 97th IOC Session 

in Birmingham. He soon became an active 

member of the organisation, joining the 

Olympic Movement Commission, the 

Olympic Programme Commission and 

the Medical Commission. Rogge stepped 
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JACQUES 
ROGGE: 
AT A GLANCE

• BORN IN GHENT, BELGIUM, 

 IN 1942

• WORKED AS ORTHOPAEDIC 

 SURGEON IN GHENT HOSPITAL

• MARRIED TO ANNE, WITH WHOM 

 HE HAS TWO CHILDREN

• 16-TIME NATIONAL SAILING 

 CHAMPION

• COMPETED AT THE 1968, 1972 

 AND 1976 OLYMPIC GAMES

• PLAYED 10 TIMES FOR BELGIAN 

 RUGBY UNION TEAM

• CHEF DE MISSION FOR BELGIAN 

 OLYMPIC TEAM FROM 1976-1988

• PRESIDENT OF THE BELGIAN 

 NOC FROM 1989-1992

• PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN 

 OLYMPIC COMMITTEES FROM   

 1989-2001

• BECAME AN IOC MEMBER IN 1991

• BECAME A MEMBER OF THE IOC

 EXECUTIVE BOARD IN 1998

• CHAIRMAN OF COORDINATION 

 COMMISSIONS FOR SYDNEY 

 2000 AND ATHENS 2004

• ELECTED AS PRESIDENT OF THE 

 IOC ON 16 JULY 2001
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contenders to succeed Samaranch as IOC 

President, with the Spaniard due to step 

down the following year.

IOC PRESIDENCY

Rogge announced his candidacy for the IOC 

Presidency in March 2001, saying: “I will be 

a candidate because I have a vision of the 

future of the IOC and a passion for sports. 

I believe I also have all the necessary 

experience and skills.”

He based his election campaign on 

defending the “essential values of sport” 

and promised to address issues such as 

doping, corruption and the increasing size 

of the Olympic Games, but the decision to 

put his name forward for the Presidency 

was not an easy one. 

“It was after careful consideration, 

particularly with my family, that I decided 

to submit my candidature,” says Rogge. 

“This represented a major change in my 

life: I had to give up my work as a surgeon, 

become a volunteer, leave my house in 

Deinze and move to Lausanne, and agree 

to become a semi-public figure.”

On 16 July 2001, at the 112th IOC 

Session in Moscow, IOC members voted 

to elect Rogge as the eighth President 

Olympic Games; I’ve always loved the 

atmosphere of the Village,” he says. “I 

stayed eight times in the Village, three times 

as a competitor and five times as a chef de 

mission. It’s a wonderful atmosphere and 

I wanted to go back.”

Staying in the Olympic Village became 

a tradition for Rogge at each of the Games 

during his Presidency, enabling him to 

interact with the athletes on a more informal 

level and discover what issues were most 

important to them. 

“They always speak openly,” says 

Rogge. “They come and sit next to me 

and they are not backward in their advice. 

They tell me what I should be doing. What 

I hear mostly… is a plea to protect us 

from doping.” 

The fight against doping would become 

a key issue throughout Rogge’s Presidency 

and, with the number of positive tests at 

each Games decreasing and the London 

2012 Games featuring the most extensive 

testing programme in Olympic history, the 

efforts appear to be working. One of the 

most significant factors in the fight against 

doping was the creation of the World Anti-

Doping Agency (WADA) in 1999, which 

Rogge was heavily involved in.

“The idea of the creation of WADA came 

from my predecessor Juan Antonio 

Samaranch; I was on the delivery and 

operations side,” explains Rogge. 

“The vast majority of athletes do not 

use doping,” he adds. “It comes down 

to convincing those who do that high 

performance is possible without 

cheating. But informing people is not 

enough; I also believe in prevention. We 

have to test in and out of competition 

and sanction athletes if they test 

positive. Finally, we need the help of 

scientific research to detect and track 

down new drugs quickly.

“The tests are definitely becoming more 

efficient and the scientific method is better.”

In addition to doping, Rogge has also 

led the fight against other issues, such as 

illegal betting on sports and the growing 

problem of childhood obesity.

“Illegal betting is, along with doping, 

the major scourge of sport,” he says. “But 

I am hopeful because the sports world 

and governments are joining together to 

address this. I am also concerned about 

the rise of obesity, especially among young 

people. It is a combination of poor diet and 

lack of exercise. To do something about it, 

Above 

Carrying 

the Olympic 

torch in the 

lead-up to 

the Games 

in Athens in 

2004  

you need the support of parents, schools, 

sports clubs and governments. Ultimately, 

it calls for a total change of mindset on 

the part of young people themselves.”

As part of his plans to address apathy 

among young people and engage them 

with sport from an early age, Rogge 

presented plans for the establishment of 

the Youth Olympic Games, for athletes 

aged between 15 and 18, which would 

combine high-level sport with cultural and 

educational initiatives.

“The Youth Olympic Games [was] a 

project I had at the back of my mind since 

being elected IOC President in 2001,” 

explains Rogge. “I saw an opportunity to 

develop an international event coupling 

sport with education that could act as 

a catalyst to engage young people around 

the world.”

“SPORT HAS AN EDUCATIONAL 

VALUE, IT HELPS SOCIAL 

INTEGRATION AND IT 

CONTRIBUTES TO GOOD 

HEALTH. IT IS A GREAT SOCIAL 

MOVEMENT MADE UP OF 

GREAT PEOPLE” 

in the IOC’s history.

“It is an important moment in my life and 

it is a great responsibility, not only to lead 

the IOC but to succeed Juan Antonio 

Samaranch, who has led the Olympic 

Movement to a position of strength,” Rogge 

said after the election. “I will dedicate the 

next eight years to the promotion of the 

Olympic Movement and the IOC. It is not 

to be an easy task, but I believe there is 

such strength that the IOC and the Olympic 

Movement will remain strong in the future.”

Less than seven months into his 

Presidency, Rogge took to the stage in Salt 

Lake City to open the 2002 Olympic Winter 

Games – the first Games of his Presidency. 

It was during these Games that Rogge 

made headlines by deciding to stay in the 

Olympic Village, rather than a local hotel. 

“I think it’s the best place to be in the 
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As Rogge ascertains, among the most 

notable successes under his Presidency 

are the six Olympic Games that were held, 

including Winter editions in Salt Lake City, 

Torino and Vancouver and Summer Games 

in Athens, Beijing and London.

“To be able to say that the Games were 

truly magnificent and unforgettable is very 

rewarding,” he says. “This is proof to me 

that the IOC has done a very good job.

“All the Olympic Games I have overseen, 

from Salt Lake City to London, have been 

of the highest quality but that is down to 

a team effort,” says Rogge. “I could close 

the Games and reflect on a very successful 

Games. A job well done.”

There is little doubt that Rogge’s 

Presidency could also be described as 

“a job well done”, while the man himself 

regards leading the Olympic Movement as 

one of the greatest honours in sport.

In 2007, at the 119th IOC Session in 

Guatemala City, the IOC members 

approved the creation of the Youth Olympic 

Games (YOG), and the inaugural edition 

was held in Singapore three years later.

“I feel like an expectant father waiting in 

the delivery room,” said Rogge, on the eve 

of the Games. Twelve days later, it was 

clear that the YOG had already become a 

significant part of the Olympic Movement, 

with Rogge declaring: “The Youth Olympic 

Games vastly exceeded my highest 

expectations. It was a huge success; 

greater than anything we had imagined.”

Under Rogge’s Presidency, the IOC 

also focused on its commitment to 

the promotion of sport as a tool for 

development, working closely with the 

United Nations and its agencies. The 

status of Permanent Observer to the 

United Nations, granted to the IOC in 

2009,  provided a broader framework 

for the Olympic Movement’s own human 

development objectives. 

Rogge has also overseen the 

modernisation of the Olympic programme, 

with events such as BMX cycling and ski 

slopestyle ensuring that the Games remain 

relevant to young people. 

“The programme cannot be standard 

and conservative forever,” says Rogge. 

“We need an injection of new blood.”

More opportunities have also been 

created for women, with new events – such 

as women’s boxing and ski jumping – 

helping to increase the gender equality at 

the Games. And for the first time in London, 

women competed in all sports on the 

Olympic programme.

“We were delighted to have reached that 

milestone,” explains Rogge. “Gender 

equality is a human right.”

“The Youth Olympic Games have been 

another effective tool for promoting gender 

equality. We are breaking down traditional 

barriers by pairing boys and girls as team-

mates in mixed gender events.” 

As he prepares to step down from the 

IOC Presidency, Rogge is able to look back 

on a series of impressive achievements. 

“I believe I will leave behind some 

notable successes,” he says. “The quality 

of the Olympic Games under my presidency 

have been very well organised, the Youth 

Olympic Games have been a very great 

success. I have fought against doping 

and illegal betting and I will leave with the 

financial revenue in a very strong state.”
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“It is a privilege when you love sport 

like I do. It gives you the means to fulfil 

the dreams and aspirations of sports,” 

he says.

“I’ve always been passionate about 

sport and I believe in its healing 

power. Sport has an educational value, 

it helps social integration – of minorities, 

for example – and contributes to good 

health. It is a great social movement made 

up of great people.”

Those great people include Rogge 

himself, whose dedication to sport has 

guided him throughout his life.

“I love sport for what it represents, 

especially among young people,” he says. 

“There are certainly much more important 

things in life, but it is a solid, educational 

and fascinating value, which has always 

inspired me to dream. And dreams are 

very important in life.” ■
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RAISING  
 THE BAR 
THE CONSTANT RISE IN ATHLETIC 

STANDARDS AND THE QUALITY OF SPORT 

FROM ONE OLYMPIC GAMES TO THE 

NEXT HAS BEEN A STRIKING FEATURE 

OF HIS TIME AS IOC PRESIDENT, SAYS 

JACQUES ROGGE, AS HE REFLECTS ON 

HIS MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS AND 

THE DEMANDS OF THE ROLE
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Looking back at your presidency of the 

IOC, what are you most proud of?

I think the most important thing under my 

watch has been the quality of the Games. 

This is a core mission for the IOC, and 

something that along with the Organising 

Committees (OCOGs), the IOC has worked 

very hard at. The success of the Games 

and the well-being of the athletes is the 

most important thing. Also, I am very proud 

of the creation of the Youth Olympic Games 

(YOG), the fight for Olympic values against 

doping and illegal betting, and finally, the 

current strong financial situation of the 

Olympic Movement.

How demanding have you found your 

role over the last 12 years?

This is a job where you have to be 

reachable night and day every week. 

We have special links with 204 National 

Olympic Committees (NOCs), with 35 

International Federations (IFs) and we have 

to interface with broadcasters and the 

media. We have to work closely with the 

10 sponsors of the IOC and with roughly 

130 television rights holders. So this is a 

huge group of stakeholders and you always 

have to be ready to work on the most 

unexpected things. There is also a lot of 

travelling – around 150 flights a year – and a 

lot of meetings. It is definitely a 24/7 job.

You’ve overseen three Summer Games 

and three Winter Games. Apart from the 

well-documented achievements of certain 

athletes, what has best symbolised the 

Olympic spirit over the last 12 years?

On the one side you are attracted to the 

extraordinary achievements of the likes of 

Usain Bolt, Michael Phelps, Ben Ainslee 

and Valentina Vezzali who have won three, 

four or five consecutive gold medals in as 

many Games. This is something you cannot 

forget. But what has struck me most is the 

constant rise in quality of the participants 

over the years. This has been translated 

into the number of records and the number 

of medals being won by more and more 

nations. You can see the evolution of sport 

and that sport is making great strides in 

quality, Games after Games.

And the increasing numbers of countries 

winning Olympic medals means the 

positive effect of the Olympic values  

being experienced more widely? ➤

Right 

Meeting 

with a young 

Olympic fan 

in Vancouver 

in 2010
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Yes, exactly. This provides a fantastic 

boost, not only for the country, but also for 

the region. Every medal in the Caribbean, 

for example, is considered a Caribbean 

medal – much more than a national medal. 

The medals for developing countries 

are very, very important. They boost the 

development of  sport in that region.

What have you found the most challenging 

aspect of running the Olympic Movement?

To manage the expectations of the 

stakeholders. We can give great support 

to our stakeholders technically, through the 

transfer of our knowledge, and financially. 

But if I may say so, they can be quite 

demanding and of course you try and 

give the best possible services to them 

because we are a service organisation. 

But sometimes, their wishes and appetites 

are bigger than our capacity. Essentially 

it is not a bad thing because this means 

that the IOC is considered a great source 

of services.

Which particular memories stand out from 

your career as an Olympic competitor?

There is one striking memory from my first 

Games in 1968 in Mexico. Returning from 

sailing late one afternoon, we witnessed 

Bob Beamon’s extraordinary jump on a 

small black and white television in the 

Olympic Village restaurant in Acapulco. 

I remember going to my room after dinner 

and pacing out 8.90m in the corridor. 

You have to measure it out to realise 

how astounding it was.

How do you see the Youth Olympic 

Games developing in the future?

I see them developing not in terms of size, 

but in quality. We don’t want them to be too 

big, too expensive or too sophisticated. We 

don’t want them to become a mini-Olympic 

Games, we want them to retain their own 

defining identity. If we can keep the YOG 

values that are present today and develop 

within their limited size, I would be 

very happy.  

Is there anything that you wish you had 

done differently now you look back over 

the 12 years?

Nothing fundamental. What disappointed 

me was the turmoil around the Torch Relay 

ahead of the Games in Beijing in 2008. We 

were sucked into a political issue and it 

became a challenge. It was a difficult time 

for the Olympic Movement. Fortunately, 

calm was restored by the time the Games 

began and Beijing 2008 was a great 

success. 

Left With UN 

Secretary-
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“WHAT HAS STRUCK ME MOST 

IS THE RISE IN QUALITY OF 

THE PARTICIPANTS… SPORT 

IS MAKING GREAT STRIDES IN 

QUALITY, GAMES AFTER GAMES”

How do you think the Olympic Movement 

in 2013 compares to when you first took 

over in 2001?

I think the Movement and the IOC is on 

a safe financial footing. We have a good 

number of high quality candidate cities 

and the organisation of the six Games 

on my watch has been impeccable. This 

is definitely going to continue thanks to 

the strong partnership being developed 

between our Olympic Games team and 

the OCOGs. You see the quality increasing 

Games after Games because of this unique 

partnership, where we can help the OCOGs, 

not only technically and financially, but also 

by highlighting any errors to avoid. We 

are saving them money and energy.

What are you looking forward to most 

about retiring?

There have been many personal interests 

that I have not been able to pursue because 

of my mandate. First of all, to travel less 

and spend more time with my family. I look 

forward to helping my grandchildren with 

their sports development (without being too 

pushy!). I have a keen interest in modern 

art and a big pile of DVDs to watch and 

books to read. I also look forward to being 

able to undertake more sporting activities 

with more time.

And which sports in particular?

I will keep myself fit by riding my bike and 

running on the treadmill, and on a good day 

I will get out sailing!

How do you think you will be remembered 

as IOC President? And how would you 

like to be remembered? 

Well, I would be happy to be remembered 

as someone who did a good job, and 

someone who solidified the foundations 

of the Olympic Movement. ■
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THE BROADCAST  
 REVOLUTION
WITH LONDON 2012 UNDERLINING THE HUGE GROWTH IN DIGITAL COVERAGE 
OF THE GAMES, OLYMPIC REVIEW LOOKS AT HOW OLYMPIC BROADCASTING 
HAS EVOLVED THROUGH THE YEARS
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  T
elevision coverage of the Olympic 

Games has come a long way 

since 1936, when just 138 hours 

of footage was shown on a closed circuit 

system in a handful of venues around 

Berlin’s main stadium. Back then, only one 

of the three cameras used was capable 

of live coverage – and even then only 

when the sun was shining. In contrast, 

broadcast coverage of last year’s London 

2012 Olympic Games utilised over 1,000 

cameras to produce more than 5,600 hours 

of high definition coverage – all in wide-

ranging weather conditions, typical of the 

traditionally unpredictable British summer. 

When London last hosted the Games, ➤
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1948, it was the first time that Olympic 

coverage had ever been broadcast live 

into people’s homes, with approximately 

500,000 viewers, mostly residing within 

an 80km radius of London, watching the 

64 hours of coverage available. 

Sixty-four years on, as Olympic 

broadcasting returned to its roots, it 

was evident just how far things had 

progressed. The London 2012 Olympic 

Games was watched by 3.7 billion people 

in more than 200 countries and territories 

around the world.

“I think London 2012 heralded a new era 

in Olympic broadcasting,” explains Timo 

Lumme, Managing Director of the IOC 

Television and Marketing Services. “The 

London Games became the biggest 

Olympic Games in terms of the amount 

of broadcast coverage made available to 

fans around the world. If you take all of our 

broadcast partners, all the channels, and 

you add up all the TV hours that they put 

out, it is about 100,000 hours. For Beijing 

[in 2008] it was 61,700 hours.”

This huge growth in coverage in just four 

years highlights the broadcast revolution 

that is currently taking place, while the 

were held in Mexico City, technological 

innovations continued to enhance global 

coverage, with colour broadcasts being 

used extensively for the first time. Other 

new technologies that emerged during 

these Games included handheld wireless 

colour cameras and backpack recorders 

that allowed for very close-up action shots. 

With audience levels growing – and an 

estimated 900 million people tuning in – the 

Munich Games in 1972 marked the first 

time that Olympic broadcasting reached all 

five continents, with 75% of the broadcasts 

being live while the rest were recorded 

on videotape.

After digital recording had revolutionised 

Olympic coverage at the 1984 Games 

in Los Angeles – eliminating the need 

for film laboratories at the International 

Broadcasting Centre – the 1988 Olympic 

Games in Seoul provided a glimpse of 

further innovations, with broadcasters 

experimenting with high-definition coverage 

for the first time. Ten years later, at the 

1998 Olympic Winter Games in Nagano, 

experiments were also conducted using 

video-on-demand services and high-

definition 3D broadcasts.
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The Winter Games in Turin in 2006 saw 

broadcasters take advantage of new media 

technology, providing viewers with wider 

choices through the internet and multiple 

television channels, as well as offering 

mobile coverage of the Games for the first 

time. By Beijing 2008, full digital television 

coverage of the Games was available 

around the world, with the host broadcaster, 

BOB, providing over 5,000 hours of live HD 

content for hundreds of millions of viewers. 

The digitalisation of Olympic Games 

coverage saw Rights-Holding Broadcasters 

(RHBs) offer both live and video-on-demand 

internet coverage, as well as highlights 

clips on mobile phones.

Two years later, at the 2010 Olympic 

Winter Games in Vancouver, a total of 6,000 

hours of coverage was broadcast worldwide 

on mobile phone platforms, while London 

2012 saw digital coverage explode across 

all digital platforms.

In total, more than 150 official websites, 

tablet/mobile applications and other digital 

platforms from Rights-Holding Broadcasters 

showed London 2012 coverage, with 

approximately 2.4 billion people able to 

access digital coverage of the Games.

THE LONDON 2012 OLYMPIC 

GAMES WAS WATCHED BY 

A RECORD 3.7 BILLION PEOPLE 

IN MORE THAN 200 COUNTRIES 

AND TERRITORIES AROUND 

THE WORLD

advancements in digital technology are also 

allowing Olympic fans to enjoy more Games 

coverage than ever before. The growth also 

highlights how the Games has been a key 

driver and testing ground for new broadcast 

technologies, ever since the initial live 

Olympic coverage in London in 1948.

In Rome in 1960, for instance, live 

coverage was available on a continental 

basis for the first time, as the Games were 

broadcast live to 18 European countries. 

In addition, the use of videotape recorders 

enabled pictures produced by television 

cameras to be recorded, providing instant 

picture playback. 

Four years later, in Tokyo in 1964, there 

were further technological advances in the 

television industry, meaning that satellite 

broadcasts were available for the first 

time. Other innovations used at the Games 

included the close-up talking microphone, 

slow motion and the use of helicopters for 

aerial coverage. By 1968, when the Games 
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“In terms of the type of broadcast 

partners we have, obviously we are still 

underpinned by the traditional free-

to-air broadcaster, which delivers to a 

mass audience,” explains Lumme. “But 

nowadays we also complement that with 

various partners in the multichannel area – 

both free and pay – which delivers to the 

dedicated sports fan, as well as the online 

and mobile coverage for the anytime, 

anywhere immersive kind of experience.”

London 2012 highlighted this new multi-

platform approach to watching extended 

coverage of the Games, with audiences 

consuming content across computers, 

mobiles and tablets, as well as TVs.

In the host country, the London 2012 

Olympic Games were the biggest national 

television event since current measuring 

systems began more than a decade ago, 

with 51.9 million people – approximately 

90% of the British population – watching 

at least 15 minutes of Games coverage. ➤ 

LONDON 2012 HIGHLIGHTED 

A NEW MULTI-PLATFORM 

APPROACH TO CONSUMING 

THE GAMES, WITH AUDIENCES 

WATCHING CONTENT ON 

COMPUTERS, MOBILES AND 

TABLETS, AS WELL AS TV
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LONDON 2012 
BROADCASTING 
HIGHLIGHTS
• MORE COVERAGE AVAILABLE ON MORE  

 PLATFORMS THAN EVER BEFORE

• LIVE 3D COVERAGE OFFERED FOR THE FIRST TIME

• GLOBAL AUDIENCE OF 3.7 BILLION PEOPLE IN 

 MORE THAN 200 COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES

• APPROXIMATELY 100,000 HOURS OF OLYMPIC   

 COVERAGE SHOWN ON TV AROUND THE 

 WORLD – FAR EXCEEDING THE 61,700 HOURS 

 THAT WERE BROADCAST DURING BEIJING 2008
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Left Cameras 

capture the 

‘Lightning 

Bolt’ after the 

men’s 100m 

in London in 

2012 Right 

Mobile 

technology 

has offered 

Olympic fans 

new ways to 

watch their 

favourite 

events

But the Games also enjoyed huge 

success on digital platforms, with the BBC 

broadcasting every minute of every event 

via online streams and 24 interactive digital 

TV channels. 

By the end of the Games, more than 

24 million people – approximately 42% of 

the British population – had watched at 

least 15 minutes of interactive digital TV 

coverage, while there were over 106 million 

requests for video streams across all BBC 

online platforms, which far exceeded the 

previous highs of 32 million for the Beijing 

Games and 38 million for the 2010 FIFA 

World Cup. There were also 12 million 

requests for video streams on mobile 

devices, underlining the public’s appetite 

for comprehensive Games coverage.

“Big sporting events have traditionally 

been the catalyst for change in 

broadcasting – from the advent of colour 

Kepreotes believes the future of 

Olympic broadcasting could be in the 

palms of viewers’ hands, as mobile 

coverage increasingly complements 

the home television Olympic broadcast 

experience and offers new opportunities 

to watch the Games.

“Mobile TV looks set to be one of the 

primary drivers of further developments in 

terrestrial broadcasting in the near future,” 

he says. “While there are many sports 

fans happy enough to view sport on their 

home television, an increasing number of 

consumers are embracing the option of 

viewing their favourite sports programmes 

on their handheld device. It is expected that 

mobile TV will reflect the fast-track uptake 

of mobile telephony.”

Lumme also believes that mobile Games 

coverage could be an increasingly 

significant part of Olympic broadcasts in 

the future, as more and more smartphone 

and tablet users emerge.

“I am not sure there is anyone in the 

world who will know the absolute answer,” 

he says, “But the trends are that there 

is a technological conversion going on 

which means that your mobile phone is 

going to be the same as your television set 

effectively, or have the same functionalities, 

so we expect that there will be more 

digital consumption.”

For London 2012, there were 

approximately 1.4 billion smartphone users 

in the world, but by 2017 this is forecast 

to increase to more than 3.2 billion, while 

tablet users are expected to grow from 150 

million to 760 million over the same period.

“People are consuming media very 

differently than 10 years ago,” says Richard 

Carrión, chairman of the IOC’s Finance 

Commission. “There are more and more 

devices. People watching on broadband 

end up consuming even more of the 

broadcasts than those who don’t use 

alternative media.”

Like the BBC, US broadcaster NBC also 

enjoyed great success with its digital 

coverage of London 2012, serving a record 

159.3 million video streams – more than 

double the figure it served during Beijing 

2008. NBC also launched two apps to 

allow viewers to watch the Games on 

smartphones and tablets, which were 

downloaded more than eight million times 

and accounted for 37% of all NBC’s live 

video streams. While NBC’s digital coverage 

flourished, its traditional TV broadcast of ➤ 

AT THE OLYMPIC GAMES IN 

LONDON IN 2012 THERE 

WERE ABOUT 1.4 BILLION 

SMARTPHONE USERS 

WORLDWIDE. THIS IS FORECAST 

TO INCREASE TO 3.2 BILLION 

BY THE YEAR 2017  

TV to the introduction of HD,” explains Ben 

Gallop, Head of BBC Sport Interactive. 

“I’d like to think that what we have seen 

during London 2012 will have a bearing 

on how sport is covered in the future.”

This switch towards digital content has 

been evident for the last 10 years according 

to Peter Kepreotes, a broadcast technology 

expert who worked on Games coverage 

in Sydney, Athens, Beijing and Vancouver.

“Over the past decade in particular, 

television broadcasting has experienced a 

fast-track evolution with developments in 

digital technology,” he says. “Improvements 

in content acquisition, production and 

delivery technologies have enabled 

television networks to provide an 

unprecedented volume of premium-quality 

content that ensures the viewer is kept 

right in amongst the action.

“Sports fans now have the luxury of 

viewing sport in high-definition widescreen 

and surround sound, with multiple camera 

angles and super-slow-motion replays – all 

on multiple viewing platforms. The recent 

broadcasting history of the Olympic Games 

provides a valuable insight into just how 

much the provision and delivery of sports 

content has changed over the past decade.”
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the London 2012 Games also became the 

most-watched television event in American 

history, with more than 219 million viewers, 

and NBC Olympics Executive Producer 

Jim Bell believes it will take time for digital 

coverage to replace TV broadcasts entirely.

“I think we’re going to get there at some 

point,” he says. “I don’t know if it’ll be 2016 

or 2020. For all the talk about the second 

screen, digital and the live stream – and 

those are hugely important advances and 

priorities for us – primetime is still also very 

important to us. And I don’t think that’s 

going to change any time soon.”

Mark Lazarus, Chairman of the NBC 

Sports Group, also believes that viewer 

Left Russia’s 

Yuliya Zaripova 

blows kisses 

at the camera 

after winning 

3,000m steeple-

chase gold

demand for digital coverage will continue 

to grow, as fans seek more and more 

Olympic content.

“As times have changed, there is a 

sense to satisfy all people with technology,” 

he says. “And the ability to provide live 

streams of every event is one that we now 

have. It’s an evolving technology. It’s an 

evolving business. It’s evolving consumer 

habits. Invariably, what we do in Sochi 

[in 2014] will be different [from what we did 

in London]. We will evolve our coverage. 

Nothing should stay the same from Games 

to Games.”

In the fast-moving world of Olympic 

broadcasting, it’s unlikely it ever will. ■

Following the huge success of the 

broadcast coverage of London 2012, 

attention is swiftly switching towards Sochi, 

Russia, which will host next year’s 2014 

Olympic Winter Games. Coverage within the 

host country will be provided by ANO Sports 

Broadcasting – which was founded in 2009 

by Russia’s Channel One, VGTRK and 

NTV-PLUS. 

     According to Vasily Kiknadze, the CEO of 

ANO Sports Broadcasting, one of the first 

challenges in preparing for the Games was 

to recruit the skilled staff required to deliver 

a superb broadcast experience to Olympic 

viewers in Russia.

“Here we faced a crucial issue: where to 

find the people and how to use them,” 

he explains. “We discussed the option of   

doing everything based solely on Moscow 

specialists. However, this was not practical.”

Instead, ANO Sports Broadcasting 

decided to initiate a training programme, 

which began in May 2011, to find more than 

1,000 budding television professionals from 

nine Russian regions to handle the various 

production and engineering functions at the 

Winter Games.

“Applications came in from all areas of 

Russia,” says Kiknadze. “We were able 

to select between 50 and 60 people from 

each region to come to Moscow for initial 

training.” In addition to theory work and 

hands-on demonstrations using outside 

broadcast equipment, the programme also 

gave trainees the chance to produce TV 

coverage at events such as the Moscow 

Beach Football Championship, the Moscow 

Formula One exhibition and the FIFA U-17 

Women’s World Cup in Azerbaijan. “These 

were all tremendous training experiences,” 

explains Kiknadze. The trainees have since 

worked alongside experienced broadcast 

crews at several major events that have 

been held at Sochi’s Olympic venues, as 

organisers continue their preparations for 

the Games. These included the first Alpine 

Skiing World Cup event to be held in Russia, 

in February 2012. “Never before had we 

broadcast from Olympic facilities, and never 

before – neither in the Soviet Union, nor in 

Russia – had we broadcast live from Alpine 

ski competitions,” explains Kiknadze. “We 

went into unknown territory, and that’s what 

is most difficult and most interesting.” 

Innovations included an overhead cable-

cam, which was used at an Alpine skiing 

venue for the first time, providing unique 

coverage of the closing stages of each run. 

ANO Sports Broadcasting has also been 

producing coverage from recent events in 

Sochi, including World Cup competitions 

in biathlon, luge and short-track speed 

skating. Each event has enabled the 

organisation to hone its techniques ahead 

of next year’s Winter Games, providing 

valuable learning exercises.

“I think there are several areas that are 

important,” says Kiknadze. “First, the 

planning of such big events takes a great 

deal of time. Deadlines come and go far 

more quickly than you expect. On the 

technical level, we will continue our training 

programme to include the new technology 

that we are going to employ in Sochi. And 

finally, producing a national signal on the 

scale that we anticipate for Sochi requires 

considerable thought and coordination with 

Olympic Broadcasting Services (OBS).”

Once the Sochi 2014 Winter Games are 

over, the new broadcast technology and 

professional training that has taken place 

will provide a lasting legacy for the Russian 

television industry, according to Kiknadze. 

“The Olympic Games and the test events, 

for which we have purchased equipment 

and trained over a thousand television 

professionals, will help us make a great 

leap in the development of Russian sports 

broadcasting, and open the way to the 

HD-format,” he says. ■

BROADCAST PREPARATIONS 
FOR SOCHI 2014

VASILY KIKNADZE, CEO OF ANO SPORTS BROADCASTING, REVEALS THE TV COVERAGE PLANS FOR SOCHI
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KEVIN 
MARTIN
AS WE CONTINUE OUR COUNTDOWN TO 

SOCHI 2014, CANADA’S GOLD MEDAL-

WINNING SKIP FROM VANCOUVER 2010, 

KEVIN MARTIN, REVEALS THE ESSENTIAL 

COMPONENTS FOR CURLING SUCCESS

SOCHI STARS

50 OLYMPIC REVIEW 

The social media stuff is new for me, 

but I’ve got more than 3,800 Twitter 

followers, a Facebook page and 

a team website. We also have a 

separate Kevin Martin curling 

website and a Kevin Martin curling 

app. We started it as an instructional 

tool for my academies, covering 

everything from delivery to drills.,,,,rills.

,,,,

The soc

but

Curling is like chess; it’s strategic. 

You’ve got to make moves three 

or four places in advance and look 

ahead, more than a day ahead 

sometimes, depending on your next 

opponent. You have to come into an 

event with a positive mind-frame. 

As a skip, you’re the leader of the 

team and you need to have that 

positive air about you. If you know 

you’ve worked harder than everybody 

else then you’ll make more shots. If 

you’re not sure, then your opposition 

will smell that – you can’t pretend.,,,,on

end.

,,,,
Curling

You’

The skills you need in curling totally 

depend on which position you play. 

While a skip has to be in shape, 

he also must be mentally strong, as 

you get extremely fatigued mentally. 

With all the sweeping that they 

do, the front end – the lead and 

second player – have to be really 

in top shape. For them, strength 

and cardio are very important. In 

the third position, you have to have 

everything; you’ve got to think about 

the game tactically, but also be 

able to sweep for many games over 

an event. As a skip, what I worry 

about is being lean – no big muscles 

needed for a skip because it’s a 

game of touch. But overall fitness is 

important. That way, after a ten-day 

event you’ve still got energy.,,,,y 

,,,,

The ski

depe

,,,,
There’s a ton of work being done on the abrasiveness 

of brushes and control of heat caused by 

brushing. The weight of the brush matters, and the 

abrasiveness of the head is important. Water 

absorption makes a difference too. I would say the 

brushes, heads and handles are changing faster 

than any other part of our game.

,,,,

There’s

of b
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The main thing with curling is that the 

average age of curling champions 

used to be about 37. It’s not like that 

now; the average age is 28 or 29. 

Obviously physical fitness is a huge 

part of that. The athletes are getting 

more and more fit. They’re getting 

better and quicker because our junior 

programmes are strong. The sport is 

becoming youthful. Guys used to say, 

“Curling? That’s for old guys having 

a beer”. But it’s not like that anymore.,,,,ving

nymore.

,,,,
The ma

av

I don’t keep any special objects or photos in my 

kitbag. I’m just not like that. I do always have two 

pairs of shoes in my bag – a second pair that have 

been broken in, completely ready to go. And I’ve 

got a second uniform, just in case. Now and then 

I will keep a letter in my bag that I’ve received 

from a little girl or a grandma that makes me think, 

“That’s nice.” ,,,,ink,

,,,,

I don’t k

kitba

I make sure I don’t watch any local 

news and don’t read any of the media 

during a tournament. I try to keep 

my mind completely out of that. 

I would read an article and get a 

negative thought or read another and 

get a positive thought. Both are bad; 

I want to be level during an event.,,,,bad;

vent.

,,,,

I make 

new

I’m a western 

Canadian guy, so I 

unwind by listening 

to country music – 

it’s pretty much all 

country music for 

me, or old soft rock.  

Also, I coach my 

daughter’s fastball 

team.

,,,,

I’m a we

Ca

,,,,all

Being that bit older, I’m from the 

school of hard knocks. I prepare by 

training hard on ice. And I want the 

thought in my head to be that I can 

compete stronger than everybody 

else. Before big games I will just get 

my thoughts clear – going through the 

ice conditions, going though the rocks 

we’re going to use – so I can be clear in 

what we’re attempting to accomplish. 

If I can visualise the ice surface and 

exactly how the rocks are going to 

run, then I’m completely confident in 

what’s going to happen next.,,,,nt in

,,,,

Being t
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TORA 
BERGER
NORWAY’S FIRST FEMALE OLYMPIC GOLD 
MEDALLIST IN BIATHLON HAS FOLLOWED 
UP HER SUCCESS IN VANCOUVER IN 
2010 WITH A STELLAR 2012/13 SEASON, 
INCLUDING FOUR GOLD MEDALS AND 
TWO SILVER MEDALS AT FEBRUARY’S 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

SOCHI STARS

52 OLYMPIC REVIEW 

I always have a race plan for every 

competition. Before a race I will go on the 

shooting range and then I try to find my own 

time and space to clear my mind. Most 

of my focus is on the shooting and my plan 

remains mostly the same, regardless of 

the distance I am racing. ,,,,

,,,,

I alway

co

Winning a gold medal in Vancouver 

was the highlight of my career. It 

brought me lots of joy as it’s the best 

thing you can win in biathlon and 

it was even more special because I 

became the first Norwegian woman 

to win biathlon gold. With that 

medal, Norway became the first 

nation to win 100 gold medals at the 

Olympic Winter Games. It was an 

amazing day. 

,,

n

My training time is split between 

physical activity and target practice. 

The best way for me to train is to 

replicate race situations so I spend 

a lot of time on the roller skis in the 

summer and actual skis in the winter. 

It’s good to cross-train too so, when 

I can, I get out on the bicycle and 

also run. ,,,,
,,,,

My trai

,,,,,,,,

was th

brough

thing y

WinninWinnin
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I try to get to the gym for strength training two 

times a week during the winter although the 

competition schedule makes that difficult – it is 

important to stay fresh. In the summer, I can spend 

more time working with weights.

When I am feeling 

very strong and 

I am in a good 

position, it is 

easier to focus 

on the shooting 

target. But if I am 

not at my best 

and I am trying 

to make up time, 

it becomes very 

difficult to reduce 

my heart rate 

and steady my 

breathing for an 

accurate shot.

Sometimes if I 

have a long 

training session 

ahead on skis I 

will listen to music 

but I don’t use 

it for most of my 

training. ,,,,my 

,,,,

Someti

ha

,,,,

When I

ve

Growing up in the mountains was 

great. I was training without even 

knowing I was doing it as I have always 

loved walking, fishing and hunting. I 

still do this but I also like to read and 

knit jumpers when I am resting.,,,,and

g.

,,,,

Growin

gr

,,,,
I don’t get to train with my brother 

[Lars, biathlon 4 x 10km relay 

Olympic silver medalist in 2010] any 

more but I looked up to him when I 

was young. I never had any chance of 

beating him on skis but I always tried 

and maybe that helped me build 

strong legs. ,,,,

,,,,

I don’t 

[L

I eat mostly 

whatever I like, 

I don’t think too 

much about it. My 

biggest concern 

is not eating 

enough. My diet 

naturally consists 

of foods high in 

carbohydrates; I 

train so much that 

I need the energy.

I found the track difficult at the 

World Cup in Sochi in March but it 

does suit me well so I am happy. I 

enjoyed competing there and won 

three bronze medals. I hope I will be 

there again next year! I am confident 

that if I can rediscover my form and 

my shape next winter, I can be in 

contention to do really well in Sochi. 

However, I will have to work very 

hard this summer to do so.

I use Facebook to stay in touch with 

my friends and family and we 

have a team page to keep our fans 

updated on our training camps and 

competition. I hope this helps to 

inspire younger athletes who might 

want to become biathletes. 

It is important that they see we have 

fun though – there is life outside 

of biathlon too!

,,,,

I found 

Wo ld

,,,,y,,,,hot.

,,,,at

energy.

,,,,
I eat mo

,,,,

I try to

,,,,

,,,,

I use Fa

m f
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MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE
IN BURUNDI, DR ATHANASE NSENGIYUMVA 

ORGANISED A SERIES OF FOOTBALL GAMES 
BETWEEN CHILDREN WITH PROFOUNDLY 
DIVERGENT BACKGROUNDS AND OUTLOOKS ON 
LIFE FOR A STUDY THAT REVEALED THAT THE CORE 
VALUES OF TEAM SPORTS CAN FOSTER SOCIAL 
INTEGRATION. IS SPORT REALLY A SOCIAL MELTING 
POT? CAN PLAYING SPORT TOGETHER CHANGE 
CHILDREN’S VIEWPOINTS AND BEHAVIOUR, GOING 
BEYOND SOCIAL FACTORS AND PREJUDICE?

  T
his study looked at two groups 

of children in Burundi: high school 

students from the Lycée de l’Amitié 

in the Ngagara neighbourhood of the 

capital Bujumbura, and street children in 

the same city. The high school students 

were aged 15 on average. As for the others, 

since we do not know their exact age, we 

will use the generic term “street children”, 

which is in common use, even if it does not 

necessarily relate to the reality of their 

situation. This also differentiates them from 

the high school students. 

The street children come together in 

ligalas, spaces that function as shelters and 

meeting places, where meaningful social 

groups are formed. For want of a better 

housing solution, these children had no 

other choice but to choose to live on the 

streets, in what is effectively a home without 

walls. They must fend for themselves for 

food, shelter and healthcare.

The high school students are boys who 

live quietly at home with their parents, and 

regularly go to school under the supervision 

of the school authorities. They have health

insurance, and their parents are completely 

responsible for them.

By bringing the two groups of children 

face to face, despite the social gap and 

sense of inequality that characterised 

their initial encounters, the football games 

gradually transformed the way they saw 

each other.

STAGE 1: MISTRUST AND 

SENSE OF INEQUALITY

ATMOSPHERE OF MISTRUST 

The first encounter was characterised by 

reserved behaviour. Each player stayed 

in his group, with “his people”. The initial 

reaction of the high school students was 

one of surprise mixed with fear: they 

were afraid of being attacked. The street 

children were perceived as wild, dirty and 

uneducated. Neither team had sports 

jerseys therefore the members of one of 

the teams had to play bare-chested so ➤ 
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that they could be identified. The street 

children spontaneously took off their shirts. 

The high school students visibly did not 

want to. They felt that this was something 

the “poor” street children should do. The 

street children removed their shirts quickly 

and without complaining. Was this a way of 

protecting their clothing, so that it wouldn’t 

get ripped during the game, given how 

difficult it would be to replace it? 

The feeling of mistrust and inequality 

was present too when it came to choosing 

the referee; the street children were 

concerned that they might be unfairly 

treated. “He could be biased if he’s not 

one of ours”, said one of them.

SHOW OF STRENGTH

During the game, the street children 

wanted to show that they were physically 

stronger. Watching them play, it was 

obvious that their physiques were much 

more developed than their opponents. 

They were faster, stronger, and had more 

stamina. The feeling of being different 

led some of them to refuse to make first 

contact, even acting violently towards 

their own team-mates. But this aggression 

seems to have been somewhat strategic: 

they created chaos with the sole purpose 

of attacking the high-school students.

Each player stuck closely to his team. 

The street children considered their team 

members as brothers. Initially, winning 

counted above all else, for both sides: the 

object was to beat the opposing team.

STAGE 2: GRADUAL CHANGE 

IN BEHAVIOUR 

WINNING MEANS SHARING

Gradually, the more games they played, 

the more crucial the games became. 

At one point, the street children decided 

to reorganise their team to even up the 

game and allow the other team to score 

a goal, to the delight of the crowd, which 

was mostly made up of street children. 

The main reason for this behaviour was 

to give the others a chance, to share and 

make everybody happy. In this way, little 

by little, the games changed the children’s 

viewpoints and behaviour, going beyond 

social factors and prejudice.

The two groups of children gradually 

adapted to the values of each team, 

displaying a level of tolerance that had 

not existed at the start of the games. This 

adaptation improves cohabitation and 

social interactions. While the previous 

sessions had been marked by the street 

children’s rough behaviour, the games 

gradually started to change the way the 

children saw each other. Children of both 

groups asked to play more games.

SELF-CONFIDENCE

Giving the street children the chance to 

escape their social isolation and play with 

city children enabled them to compare 

themselves with each other and, in doing 

so, to find out what they were capable 

of. These children felt abandoned, but 

they realised that they were just like the 

others. Moreover, they were afraid that the 

“wealthy” children would be technically 

and tactically superior. But the field results 

show that a street child is even capable 

of asserting himself against a city child.

STAGE 3: GROUP COHESION

Fair play was gradually observed as the 

numbers of games increased: the players 

spontaneously held out their hand to help 

their opponent get up. When they sat 

down to share a friendly drink, the children 

formed little groups to swap stories about 

their daily lives; they spontaneously had 

the idea of merging the two groups to form 

a single team.

SPORT TO PROMOTE 

SOCIAL COHESION

By learning to appreciate each other’s 

qualities, observing fair play during their 

games, and developing their competitive 

spirit through football, the two groups of 

children were motivated to form a single 

team, thus breaking down the existing 

social barriers. This social integration is 

only the first step, however, because the 

street children go back to their ligalas 

and the high school children return to 

their parents’ homes. Other mechanisms 

must be put in place to integrate street 

children into society. It should be done in 

successive, complementary stages which 

allow sport not only to bring street 

children closer to other children, but to 

act as a springboard between the world 

of the street and the world of shelters. ■

Right The 

initial reaction 

of the high 

school 

students was 

one of surprise 

mixed with 

fear, but 

eventually the 

social barriers 

between them 

and the street 

children were 

broken down
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Born in Muramvya in the Republic of Burundi, Athanase 

Nsengiyumva, (pictured right) has a PhD in social and 

political sciences (specialising in anthropology), and teaches 

full-time at the University of Burundi. After obtaining a degree 

in sport and exercise, he continued his studies and now 

holds an international diploma in football coaching from 

the University of Leipzig (Germany), a specialist diploma 

in motor science from the Catholic University of Leuven 

(KU) in Belgium, and a diploma in anthropology from the 

same university. His doctoral thesis was on survival in 

the urban public space in Bujumbura. A member of KU’s 

Center of Prospective Anthropology (LAAP), he is the author 

of a number of ethnographic studies. In the field of the 

anthropology of sport and of the Olympic Movement, his 

research focus is street children.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The material used in this article comes from a field study 

carried out over a four-month period by six researchers who 

regularly observed two groups of children with different 

outlooks on life, putting them through the same sports 

programme, which served as the basis for them to develop 

a new perspective. Eight games were organised, and the 

observations made by the researchers provided data that 

enabled them to describe the evolution of the children’s 

behaviour in progressive phases, thus establishing a pre- 

and post-testing comparison. The study was conducted 

with the support of the NOC of Burundi, Olympic Solidarity 

and the IOC Centre for Olympic Studies. To read the 

complete study (in French only), entitled Intégration sociale 

des enfants de la rue : quand le sport fait la difference, 

please visit http://doc.rero.ch/record/30466

ATHANASE NSENGIYUMVA
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ETERNAL FLAME
AS THE COUNTDOWN COMMENCES TO THE START OF THE SOCHI 2014 TORCH RELAY, SET TO EMBARK 
ON ITS JOURNEY FROM MOSCOW ON 7 OCTOBER, WE TRACE THE HISTORY OF THIS LONG-STANDING 
OLYMPIC TRADITION THROUGH A SERIES OF PHOTOS FROM THE ARCHIVES

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY
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OLYMPIA

Prior to the Games the 

Olympic flame is lit in 

Olympia, Greece, the 

spiritual home of the 

Olympic Games. A priestess 

ignites a torch by placing 

it inside a parabolic mirror 

that focuses the sun’s rays. 

In a ceremony that reflects 

ancient Greek rituals, she 

then lights the torch of the 

first torchbearer, initiating 

the start of the flame’s epic 

journey to the host city’s 

Olympic stadium.

BERLIN 1936

Following the introduction 

of the Olympic flame at the 

Olympic Games in 

Amsterdam in 1928, the 

Berlin Games in 1936 saw 

the inaugural Olympic 

Torch Relay, pioneering the 

concept of transferring the 

flame from Olympia via a 

relay system to the Olympic 

venue. In total, the torch 

travelled 3,187 kilometres 

and was carried by 3,331 

runners over the course of 

12 days on its journey from 

Greece to Berlin.

I
t only requires a look back last year 

to the Games in London to appreciate 

the significance of the Olympic Torch 

Relay. Millions of people lined the route to 

cheer the 8,000 people who helped carry 

the torch on its 8,000-mile journey. It was 

also a chance to mark the achievements 

of inspirational people in local communities 

across the length and breadth of Great 

Britain. The Olympic Torch Relay has come 

a long way since its first incarnation at 

the 1936 Games in Berlin. 

The torch has travelled via some highly 

inventive methods down the years, 

including by camel, by bicycle and even 

underwater by scuba diver. 

In 1994, for the Games in Lillehammer, 

two parachute jumpers exchanged the 

torch in mid-air, and during the Calgary 

1988 Torch Relay the flame travelled 

through the Arctic Circle, with stages 

carried out on snow-bike and skidoo.

For each edition of the Games a new 

model of torch is designed, and while the 

journey the relay takes is similarly ever-

changing, the symbolic significance of 

the relay has always remained the same. 

Uniting the host nation in the very 

best ideals of Olympism, the Torch Relay 

represents a continuation of the spirit of the 

ancient Olympic Games, and in October 

this year it will re-commence when the 

flame begins its epic journey 

to light the cauldron for Sochi 2014.
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LONDON 1948

The second time a Torch 

Relay was held for the 

Olympic Games, this relay 

was dubbed the “relay of 

peace” following the end of 

the Second World War. In a 

symbolic gesture, the first 

runner, Corporal Dimitrelis 

of the Greek Army, laid 

down his arms and removed 

his military uniform before 

carrying the torch. Pictured 

is British Olympic athlete, 

John Mark, carrying the 

flame on the final leg of its 

journey into Wembley 

Stadium, where he lit the 

Olympic cauldron.

CORTINA 

D’AMPEZZO 1956

The flame used for the 

Torch Relay in 1956 was 

a symbolic one, having 

been lit at the Temple of 

Jupiter in Rome. Pictured is 

Alpine ski racer Zeno Colo, 

who won downhill gold at 

the 1952 Winter Games in 

Oslo, receiving the Olympic 

flame. Speed skater Guido 

Caroli went on to light 

the cauldron.
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MELBOURNE 1956

After Greek runners carried 

the flame to Athens, it was 

transferred to a miner’s lamp 

and flown to Australia. The 

Torch Relay commenced 

in Cairns, Queensland, with 

the local mayor, Alderman 

W.J. Fulton, lighting the first 

torch. At the time, the relay’s 

3,000-mile road journey 

across Australia was the 

longest in Olympic history. 

The final torchbearer was 

Australian middle distance 

runner Ron Clarke, who lit 

the cauldron inside the 

Melbourne Cricket Ground.

OLYMPIC REVIEW 61

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY

OLY010_P0058EDeng.indd   61 20/05/2013   10:32



62 OLYMPIC REVIEW 

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY

OLY010_P0058EDeng.indd   62 20/05/2013   10:32



ROME 1960

The participation of ancient 

cities in the Olympic Games 

was renewed during the 

1960 Torch Relay, which 

followed the same course 

as that taken by the ancient 

Greeks when they founded 

their colonies in Italy, passing 

through famous locations 

with Greek heritage such as 

Sicily and Magna Graecia. 

Pictured left is the final 

torchbearer, Italian athlete 

Giancarlo Peris, as he 

ascends the steps to the 

Olympic cauldron.

MEXICO 1968

This relay was designed to 

replicate the route taken by 

Christopher Columbus in his 

first visit to the New World, 

and celebrate the link 

between Latin American and 

Mediterranean civilisations, 

as the torch covered a 

distance of 13,620 kilometres. 

This was the first time the 

Olympic cauldron was lit by 

a female athlete, Mexican 

sprint hurdler Norma 

Enriqueta Basilio, pictured 

here climbing the stairs with 

the Olympic torch. It was 

also the first time runners 

from different nations took 

part in the relay.

OLYMPIC REVIEW 63

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY

OLY010_P0058EDeng.indd   63 20/05/2013   10:32



SEOUL 1988

Starting at South Korea’s 

most southerly point, Cheju 

Island, the 1988 Torch Relay 

took a 4,168-kilometre 

route through 21 major 

cities before arriving at the 

Olympic Stadium in Seoul, 

pictured during the Opening 

Ceremony. During its 

22-day journey the torch 

was relayed in various 

ingenious ways including 

on horseback, and aboard 

ships, cars and bicycles. 

A total of 3,300 torches 

were used.

MONTREAL 1976

In a break from tradition, the 

1976 Torch Relay saw the 

flame travel from Greece 

to Canada via satellite, the 

arrival of the signal from 

Athens activating a laser 

that recreated the Olympic 

flame in Ottawa in a 90cm 

urn. Pictured above are the 

two final torchbearers, 

Canadian teenagers 

Stephane Prefontaine and 

Sandra Henderson, who 

became the first Torch Relay 

runners to co-light the 

cauldron.
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ALBERTVILLE 1992

Renowned French designer, 

Philippe Starck, was 

responsible for the 1992 

torch design, which was 

made from stainless steel. 

Crossing Greece and 

France, the relay involved 

5,500 torchbearers. The 

final leg of the relay saw the 

cauldron, pictured here, 

co-lit by French footballer 

Michel Platini and Francois-

Cyrille Grange who, aged 

nine at the time, became the 

youngest cauldron lighter 

in history, and who went on 

to become an Alpine skier.
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LILLEHAMMER 1994

Lillehammer’s Torch Relay 

was remarkable for this 

spectacular ski jump made 

by Stein Gruben, who carried 

the flame on this dramatic 

descent as part of the 

Opening Ceremony of the 

Olympic Winter Games in 

1994. Gruben only received 

the honour after the athlete 

originally tasked with the 

jump, Ole Gunnar Fidjestol, 

a bronze medallist at Calgary 

1988, was injured during a 

practice jump.
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SYDNEY 2000

This relay witnessed the 

flame taken underwater 

for the first time. Pictured 

is marine biologist Wendy 

Craig-Duncan carrying the 

specially designed flare-like 

torch on a dive at Agincourt 

Reef, part of the Great 

Barrier Reef. The design of 

the torch reflected three key 

areas of Australian culture: 

the boomerang, the Sydney 

Opera House and the 

waters of the Pacific Ocean, 

Aboriginal athlete Cathy 

Freeman took the torch on 

the final steps of its journey, 

lighting the cauldron to mark 

the start of the Games.

ATHENS 2004

Greek windsurfer and   

Olympic gold medallist 

Nikolaos Kaklamanakis is 

pictured moments before 

lighting the cauldron during 

the Opening Ceremony 

in Athens in 2004. In Greece, 

the torch, made from olive 

wood and magnesium,    

covered 6,600 kilometres 

and stopped at 24 archae-

logical and historical sites.
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SOCHI 2014

Commencing in Moscow on 

7 October 2013 and ending 

in Sochi on 7 February 2014, 

this will be the longest relay 

in Olympic history in terms 

of both time – 123 days – 

and distance, covering more 

than 40,000 kilometres. 

The torch, which will travel 

through all 83 constituent 

regions of the Russian 

Federation, features the 

traditional colour of Russian 

sport, red, and refl ects 

a feather of the Firebird, 

or Phoenix, prominent in 

Russian folklore as a 

symbol of good fortune 

and happiness.

VANCOUVER 2010

In honour of his son Jesse, 

who was originally intended 

to carry the torch but who had 

passed away the previous 

month, John Davidson is 

pictured in London, Ontario, 

on Christmas Eve 2009, during 

the Vancouver 2010 Olympic 

Torch Relay. This relay was 

notable for ice hockey great 

Wayne Gretzky becoming the 

fi rst torchbearer to light two 

offi cial cauldrons during the 

climax of the relay, helping 

light the indoor cauldron at 

BC Place Stadium before 

travelling on to Coal Harbour 

to light the outdoor cauldron. 

LONDON 2012

Here, Amelia Hempleman-

Adams, who at the age of 16 

was the youngest person to 

ski to the South Pole, poses 

with the Olympic torch atop 

the iconic London Eye on 

Day 65 of the 70-day Torch 

Relay. The London 2012 relay 

involved 8,000 torchbearers 

and covered 8,000 miles, 

beginning at Land’s End in 

Cornwall and encompassing 

national heritage sites and 

major landmarks throughout 

the UK.

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY

68 OLYMPIC REVIEW 

OLY010_P0058EDeng.indd   68 20/05/2013   10:32



SOCHI 2014

Commencing in Moscow on 

7 October 2013 and ending 

in Sochi on 7 February 2014, 

this will be the longest relay 

in Olympic history in terms 

of both time – 123 days – 

and distance, covering more 

than 40,000 kilometres. 

The torch, which will travel 

through all 83 constituent 

regions of the Russian 

Federation, features the 

traditional colour of Russian 

sport, red, and refl ects 

a feather of the Firebird, 

or Phoenix, prominent in 

Russian folklore as a 

symbol of good fortune 

and happiness.

VANCOUVER 2010

In honour of his son Jesse, 

who was originally intended 

to carry the torch but who had 

passed away the previous 

month, John Davidson is 

pictured in London, Ontario, 

on Christmas Eve 2009, during 

the Vancouver 2010 Olympic 

Torch Relay. This relay was 

notable for ice hockey great 

Wayne Gretzky becoming the 

fi rst torchbearer to light two 

offi cial cauldrons during the 

climax of the relay, helping 

light the indoor cauldron at 

BC Place Stadium before 

travelling on to Coal Harbour 

to light the outdoor cauldron. 

LONDON 2012

Here, Amelia Hempleman-

Adams, who at the age of 16 

was the youngest person to 

ski to the South Pole, poses 

with the Olympic torch atop 

the iconic London Eye on 

Day 65 of the 70-day Torch 

Relay. The London 2012 relay 

involved 8,000 torchbearers 

and covered 8,000 miles, 

beginning at Land’s End in 

Cornwall and encompassing 

national heritage sites and 

major landmarks throughout 

the UK.

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY

68 OLYMPIC REVIEW 

OLY010_P0058EDeng.indd   68 20/05/2013   10:32 OLY010_P0069EDeng.indd   1 20/05/2013   11:23



RIGHT ON  
 TRACK
OLYMPIC REVIEW CATCHES UP WITH 

TWO ATHLETES WHO HAVE RECEIVED A 

SCHOLARSHIP AS PART OF THE CURRENT 

OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY PROGRAMME

Olympic Solidarity is the body that ensures that talented 

athletes, regardless of their financial status, have an equal 

chance of reaching the Olympic Games and succeeding in 

the Olympic arena. It is responsible for administering and 

managing the National Olympic Committees’ (NOCs’) share 

of the revenue from the sale of broadcasting rights to the 

Olympic Games. Working in particular with disadvantaged 

NOCs and their Continental Associations, Olympic 

Solidarity uses this money to develop a range of assistance 

programmes. The current quadrennial plan, which runs from 

2013 to 2016, has a development and assistance budget of 

USD 435 million – an increase of nearly 40% on the 2009-

2012 budget. This is the second time that Winter Games 

athletes have received Individual Olympic Scholarships 

following the successful debut of the programme in the 

build-up to Vancouver in 2010, when 325 athletes (193 men 

and 132 women) from 60 NOCs benefited from Solidarity 

funding. Of these, 227 athletes successfully qualified for 

the Games, winning 13 medals between them. 

OLYMPIC 
SOLIDARITY

Pictured 

Ivana Bulatovic 

on Mount 

Zlatibor in 

Serbia 

competing in 

a FIS women’s 

slalom race 

in 2013

OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY

70 OLYMPIC REVIEW 

OLY010_P0070EDeng.indd   70 20/05/2013   10:34



How did you get started in skiing?

I skied for the first time aged six, and from 

the beginning I showed potential. The 

coach of a local club asked me to start 

competing, which I did, and I started 

to win medals.

How much did you enjoy competing 

at the World Championships for the 

first time?

My participation in the World 

Championships in Schladming this year is 

something that I will remember for a long 

time. It’s a special feeling to participate 

in an event like that and compete with 

the best skiers in the world. I felt the 

excitement especially at the finish line in 

front of so many spectators. For someone 

like me from a small country, it can be 

really motivating for the future.

Have you had a chance to train with 

compatriots Milena Radojicic or 

Bojan Kosic? 

 

I’ve trained with Bojan Kosic almost 

my entire ski career and, to a slightly 

lesser extent, with Milena. Bojan was 

the only Montenegrin athlete to compete 

in  Vancouver in 2010 and I have spoken 

to him about it a lot. We are both very 

motivated to participate in the next 

Olympic Winter Games and give it our best.

What would it mean to you to compete 

in Sochi in 2014?

The dream of every athlete is to 

participate in an Olympic Winter Games, 

so I cannot describe how much that 

would mean to me. I think that it would 

be the greatest achievement of my 

life so far. 

What are your targets for the future?

Beyond participation at Sochi, I want to get 

into good shape during my summer training 

so I can improve my skiing and continue 

competing as long as I am able to.

How has your Olympic Solidarity 

Scholarship helped you?

It has helped a lot because skiing involves 

a lot of travelling which can be expensive. 

The costs are high and we are not always 

able to afford things that help provide 

the best preparations, or to race in all 

the competitions we would like to. The 

scholarship has given me the opportunity 

to prepare in the best possible way.

What is a typical training week like for you?

Whether in the gym or on the snow, I train 

every day. My summer training programme 

requires a two or three-hour session daily, 

so that when the season starts I can be fully 

prepared. Then we have ski training in the 

morning and fitness in the afternoon.

What do you like to do in your spare time?

Besides training and school, I hardly have 

time for other activities, but during the 

summer I do hiking, climbing and a few other 

extreme sports. I also really like reading 

books and spending time with friends.

Who are your sporting heroes and why?

I like Ivica Kostelic, from Croatia, because 

he reached the top of world skiing and yet 

he came from a small country. He proved 

that hard work pays off. I also like Marcel 

Hirscher (Austria) and Tina Maze (Slovenia).

Do you use social networks to keep in 

touch with people?

I spend a lot of time on Facebook. It helps 

me to keep in touch with people I have met 

abroad, and it’s a great way to stay in touch 

with my friends and family when I travel.

IVANA BULATOVIC 
THE 18-YEAR-OLD ALPINE SKIER FROM MONTENEGRO RECEIVED A HUGE BOOST WHEN SHE WAS CHOSEN 

TO RECEIVE AN OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY SCHOLARSHIP, WHICH SHE HOPES WILL PROPEL HER THROUGH 

QUALIFICATION FOR THE 2014 OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES IN SOCHI

INTERVIEW

 

OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY
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Right 

Te-An Lien had 

his first Olympic 

experience 

at the inaugural 

Winter Youth 

Olympic Games 

in Innsbruck 

in 2012 

Bottom right 

Pictured with 

Bulgarian athlete 

Aleksandar 

Poibrenski

OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY

72 OLYMPIC REVIEW 

OLY010_P0070EDeng.indd   72 20/05/2013   10:34



How did you get started in luge?

I first took up the luge during the summer 

holiday of my second year of junior high 

school, when I was 14.

What has been your greatest sporting 

achievement so far?

Competing in the Innsbruck 2012 Winter 

Youth Olympic Games, where I finished 

20th. We stayed there for 14 days and it 

was really cold! It was so exciting and 

I was thrilled to compete with the world’s 

best young athletes. There were many 

interesting memories; I remember there was 

a guy from Bulgaria who didn’t have his 

right outfit, so I lent him one of mine. He 

was wearing my clothes when competing 

out there!

What would it mean to you to compete 

in Sochi 2014?

I am doing my best to qualify. It would 

mean a lot to be in Sochi in 2014 and of 

course I very much want to be part of it. 

I am still young and it would feel so different 

to participate in the Olympic Winter Games. 

It would enable me to see different things 

and broaden my horizons – an opportunity 

that many of my peers will never have. 

What are your targets for the future?

First of all, I want to improve my world 

ranking in the luge. Then, in the future, 

I would like to be a sports director or 

a coach, or to serve on a sports committee.  

How has your Olympic Solidarity 

Scholarship helped you?

Most of my training is done in Europe or 

America, so it can be very expensive. Any 

support, no matter how small, can be very 

useful, so the scholarship has definitely 

helped me in terms of financial support.

TE-AN LIEN
TE-AN LIEN FROM CHINESE TAIPEI GOT HIS FIRST TASTE OF THE OLYMPIC STAGE AT THE INAUGURAL YOUTH 

OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES IN INNSBRUCK IN 2012. NOW HE IS HOPING TO QUALIFY FOR SOCHI 2014

INTERVIEW

What is a typical training week like for you?

Physical training and weight training are an 

essential part of my regime at the moment. 

I do weight training twice a week and 

spend four hours each day doing physical 

training. When we’re not in competition, 

it’s less intensive. My training will get 

tougher and more concentrated during 

competition periods.  

What do you like to do in your spare time?

I really enjoy reading. I like learning 

about different topics, not just sports, as 

there are many more things in the world. 

Apart from that, I often go to the cinema 

or the shopping mall, or just hang out 

with my friends. 

Who are your sporting heroes and why?

At the moment my hero is Tommy Chen 

[ultra marathon runner]. He always has 

a super positive attitude whenever he’s 

facing challenges. He is tough yet modest. 

Around two years ago, when I was trying to 

qualify for the 2012 Winter Youth Olympic 

Games, I was nervous. I asked Tommy 

on Facebook what I should do to ease 

my fears. He told me, “Treat fears as part 

of your life, then you won’t feel the fear 

anymore”. 

     Because of this motto, I worked hard 

and qualified for the YOG as the only Asian 

luger. That’s why I appreciate and admire 

him so much.

Do you use social networks, such as 

Twitter and Facebook, to keep in touch 

with people?

Yes, I use Facebook a lot. I have a fan 

page and personal page. 

     It’s good because I can use it to 

connect with my friends wherever they 

are. I enjoy keeping in touch with people 

on Facebook.

OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY
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I
don’t remember that much immediately 

prior to the 2004 Games in Athens. 

At the time, I wasn’t fully aware of 

the importance of the Olympic Games, 

or National Competitions or World 

Championships. Even when I won a bronze 

medal in Athens, I didn’t fully appreciate 

what I had achieved. I was only 19 and I 

had become the youngest Ethiopian to win 

an Olympic medal. After that, when people 

started to talk about the Olympic Games, 

I began to understand the significance and 

integrity of the Games and that winning 

an Olympic medal meant that your name 

would go down in history.

My elder sister Ejegayehu won an 

Olympic silver medal in 2004 so I guess it 

runs in the family genes. My cousin Derartu 

Tulu was a double Olympic 10,000m 

champion. Sentayehu Eshetu, who also 

coached Kenenisa Bekele, knew my cousin 

and my sister and encouraged me to start 

running. From a young age he used to 

tell me I would be a great runner.

Before Beijing, I was further inspired 

by my fiancé, Sileshi [Sihine], whom I was 

to marry after the Games. He was twice a 

silver medal winner in the 10,000m, at the 

2004 and 2008 Olympic Games, and he 

wanted me to go one better. I will never 

forget the Beijing Olympic Games. Winning 

double Olympic gold was the highlight of 

my sporting career. The 10,000m was a 

tough race and I had to break the Olympic 

record to win it. A week later I won the 

5,000m as well. I was ecstatic.

I came to London with the aim of 

repeating the feat. But I couldn’t train for 

nine days because of illness and I began 

to doubt not only if I could win in London, 

but whether I could compete at all. I did not 

even have the energy to go upstairs to bed 

so I slept in the living room. But I made the 

start line and ran very well in the 10,000m 

and won a second Olympic gold medal 

at that distance, my third in total. The fact 

that I was battling with illness made it all 

the more special.

INTERVIEW: BIZUAYEHU WAGAW

MY GAMES 
 TIRUNESH DIBABA
ETHIOPIA’S TIRUNESH DIBABA LOOKS BACK AT A REMARKABLE OLYMPIC CAREER THAT FEATURES FIVE 

OLYMPIC MEDALS, INCLUDING DOUBLE GOLD IN THE 5,000M AND 10,000M IN BEIJING IN 2008

Each of the three Games has had its 

own special touches. At London 2012 the 

fans surprised me and created a special 

atmosphere; it was amazing to compete in 

front of such a packed stadium. And Beijing 

was unforgettable because I was able to 

realise my goals. 

I still have ambitions to do something 

really special, something historic and 

unforgettable,  especially in the Olympic 

marathon – I believe that is what is left for 

me to achieve. ■

Right Dibaba on her way to gold in Beijing

BEIJING 2008

Gold: 10,000m, 5,000m

LONDON 2012

Gold: 10,000m Bronze: 5,000m

ATHENS 2004

Bronze: 5,000m
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Former Belgian NOC President 

Baron François Narmon died at 

the age of 79. He served as NOC 

President from 1998 to 2004, and 

was made an IOC member by the 

Session in Salt Lake City in 2002, 

a position he held until 2004. Later 

that year in Athens, he was awarded 

the Olympic Order in recognition 

of his important contribution to 

the development of sport and the 

Olympic Movement both nationally 

and internationally. 

BARON 

FRANÇOIS 

NARMON

FORMER BELGIAN NOC 

PRESIDENT AND IOC MEMBER 

FROM 2002-2004

IOC honorary member Pedro 

Ramírez Vázquez has passed away at 

the age of 94. An IOC member from 

1972 to 1995, Vázquez was chairman 

of the Cultural Commission (1980-

1994) and a member of several IOC 

commissions. He became an IOC 

honorary member in 2005. Vázquez 

was a Vice-President then President 

of the Organising Committee for 

the Games of the XIX Olympiad in 

Mexico City in 1968 and President 

of the Mexican National Olympic 

Committee from 1972 to 1974. 

An architecture graduate from the 

National Autonomous University 

of Mexico City, Vázquez enjoyed a 

successful career as an architect and 

was the author of numerous books 

that have been distributed worldwide. 

Considered the founder of modern 

Mexican architecture, Vázquez 

was also the architect of the IOC 

headquarters in Lausanne (1986), 

the IOC Pavilion at the Seville EXPO 

(1992) and The Olympic Museum 

in Lausanne (1993). 

He was Rector of the University 

of Mexico City, Rector and Founder 

of the Metropolitan Autonomous 

University, and Minister of Human 

Settlements and Public Works (1976-

1982). He was awarded the Olympiart 

Prize in 1996. A lover of sport and 

long-time supporter of the Olympic 

Movement, Vázquez also played 

football at university.

PEDRO 

RAMÍREZ 

VÁZQUEZ

IOC HONORARY MEMBER 

AND FORMER PRESIDENT 

OF THE MEXICAN NOC

Olympic bronze medallist 

Jean Pickering has died, 

aged 83. The British 

track and field athlete 

was nicknamed the “fairy 

godmother” of British athletics for 

her fundraising efforts over 22 years, 

following her international career. 

When her husband Ron, a national 

coach and commentator, died in 

1991, she founded the Ron Pickering 

Memorial Fund to help finance young 

athletes. After winning 4x100m 

bronze in the Olympic Games 

in Helsinki in 1952, she added a 

European long jump gold medal two 

years later.

JEAN 

PICKERING

RELAY BRONZE MEDALLIST 

AT THE 1952 OLYMPIC GAMES 

IN HELSINKI
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MIRJA 

HIETAMIES

Finnish cross-country 

Olympic champion Mirja 

Hietamies has passed away, 

aged 82. Having won 

Olympic silver medal in 

the 10km in Oslo in 1952, 

Hietamies went one better 

four years later by winning 

the Olympic 3x5km race in 

Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy.

PIETRO MENNEA

FORMER 200M OLYMPIC CHAMPION AND WORLD RECORD HOLDER

Italian sprinter Pietro Mennea passed away on 21 March, aged 60. He won 

gold in the 200m and bronze in the 4x400m relay at the Olympic Games in Moscow 

in 1980, as well as a bronze in the 200m eight years earlier in Munich. Mennea 

set the 200m world record record of 19.72 seconds on 12 September 1979, at the 

World University Games at high altitude in Mexico City, breaking Tommie Smith’s 

record of 19.83, which had been set on the same track at the 1968 Olympic Games. 

The record stood for almost 17 years, until Michael Johnson ran 19.66 in 1996. 

Mennea also won four gold medals at European championships – three outdoor 

and one indoor – as well as 4x100m silver and 200m bronze at the 1983 World 

Championships. He still holds the European and Italian records in the 200m.

HJALMAR 

ANDERSEN

Norwegian speed skater 

Hjalmar Andersen, who 

became the first man to win 

three speed skating gold 

medals at one edition of 

an Olympic Winter Games, 

died on 27 March, aged 90. 

Andersen won the 1,500m, 

5,000m and 10,000m 

races in front of his home 

crowd in Oslo in 1952. His 

grandson, Fredrik van der 

Horst, represented Norway in 

speed skating at the Olympic 

Winter Games in 2010.

ANGELA VOIGT

Olympic long jump gold 

medallist Angela Voigt has 

died, aged 61. Voigt won 

gold for East Germany in 

Montreal in 1976 with a jump 

of 6.72m. She also held the 

long jump world record for 

10 days in May 1976, after 

jumping 6.92m, and won 

silver at the 1978 European 

Championships.

ANDREW SIMPSON

British yachtsman and 

Olympic gold medallist 

Andrew Simpson has died in 

a training accident, aged 36. 

Simpson, known to fellow 

sailors as “Bart”, won a 

gold medal in the Star class 

with his long-term sailing 

partner, Iain Percy, at the 

2008 Olympic Games in 

Beijing. The two campaigned 

again in the Star class in 

Weymouth, at the 2012 

Olympic Games, where they 

won a silver medal. Simpson 

was part of the Artemis 

Racing team, a challenger for 

the forthcoming America’s 

Cup, when the accident 

occurred in May in the San 

Francisco Bay, USA.
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With a foreword by Lord Sebastian Coe, this 

official keepsake covers all the highlights of the 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

It traces the whole incredible story from the 

initial preparations to the events themselves, 

including the construction of the Olympic 

Park, the Olympic Torch Relay and the Cultural 

Olympiad. Through its pages, filled with 

stunning photographs and inspiring quotations, 

readers will be able to relive the highs and lows 

of the Olympic athletes. 

Each event is explored in detail, from the 

sweetest victories and outstanding 

performances to the spectators and the role of 

the volunteers. The final chapter is packed full of 

statistics, with a table of medal winners for each 

event. Beautifully illustrated throughout, the book 

visually captures the spirit of London 2012: the 

perfect souvenir from an unforgettable summer.

Selection proposed by the IOC Library, Olympic Studies Centre, 1, Quai d’Ouchy, P.O. Box 1001 

Lausanne, Switzerland. Tel. +41 (0)21 621 66 11. Fax +41(0)21 621 67 18. Visit www.olympic.org/library 

to learn more about our services.

LONDON 2012 
OLYMPIC AND 
PARALYMPIC 
GAMES: 
THE OFFICIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE 
BOOK

TOM KNIGHT AND SYBIL RUSCOE. WILEY, 

2012. ISBN: 9781119973140, 312 PAGES.

Right The Olympic cauldron burns during 

London 2012 

BEARING LIGHT: 

FLAME RELAYS AND THE 

STRUGGLE FOR THE 

OLYMPIC MOVEMENT

John MacAloon. Routledge, 

2013. ISBN: 9780415448321, 

208 pages. 

The relay that brings the 

Olympic torch to the host country’s Olympic 

Stadium is one of the more symbolic events 

associated with the Games, celebrating the 

universality of the Olympic spirit. This book 

is the first anthropological study of the ritual, 

examining its transformation over the past few 

decades since the Los Angeles Games of 1984. 

Supported by previously unpublished archive 

materials and interviews with key players, 

MacAloon offers a behind-the-scenes analysis 

that draws the reader into the negotiations 

between the Olympic Games organising 

committees, national governments, the Greek 

Olympic movement, the International Olympic 

Committee and sponsors.

THE MAKING OF 

THE QUEEN 

ELIZABETH 

OLYMPIC PARK 

John C. Hopkins and Peter 

Neal. Wiley, 2013. ISBN: 

9781119940692, 287 pages.

This is the story of the 

making of the Olympic Park in London’s 

neglected, post-industrial East End. The 

aim was to regenerate and modernise East 

London, which has always lagged behind the 

rest of the capital in its development. Over a 

period of five years more than 40,000 people 

were involved in the project, writing a new 

chapter in the history of modern urbanisation. 

     Written by two architects central to the 

project, this beautifully illustrated book provides 

an in-depth account of the planning, design 

and construction of the Olympic Park, drawing 

largely on the contributions of experts and 

interviews with the project’s key stakeholders. 

Looking beyond the London 2012 Olympic 

Games, the authors demonstrate how 

sustainable development is at the heart of their 

contemporary urban park project.

SPORTING 

TIMES

Kate Woodward. 

Palgrave Macmillan, 

2013. 

ISBN: 9781137275356, 

104 pages.

Time is everywhere in sport: 

time pressure, timing, time trials, time out, extra 

time. In every sporting event athletes compete 

not only against other competitors, but against 

the clock. 

Around the concept of time, Kate Woodward 

explores various themes in Sporting Times, 

such as movement, the body, memory, 

disability, gender, sports reporting, technology 

and the role of the past and the future in 

sport, as well as more obvious aspects such 

as determining the length of a match and 

measuring records.

This unique, captivating book provides 

definitive proof of the fundamental link between 

sport and time.
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 THE OLYMPIC SPIRIT

LAWRENCE
LEMIEUX

The Canadian sailor was 

awarded the Pierre de 

Coubertin Medal for 

Sportsmanship after sacrificing 

his chances of winning a 

medal in the Finn class at the 

Olympic Games in Seoul in 

1988 to come to the aid of 

two sailors who had capsized. 

Singapore’s Joseph Chan 

and Siew Shaw had been 

thrown into the water in windy 

conditions in a different event, 

the 470 class, and were unable 

to right their damaged boat. 

After Lemieux had sailed to the 

rescue, he waited for them to 

be transferred onto an official 

patrol boat before completing 

his race in 22nd place.
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